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ABSTRACT
The purpose of this study was to determine what trends 
and patterns existed for graduates with certification as 
elementary teachers of the College of Education at Nicholls 
State University for the years 1964 through 1970. The study 
concerned itself with: 1) ratios of males to females,
2) grade-point averages in English, mathematics, science, 
social studies, other required courses, professional educa­
tion courses, and overall averages, 3) grade-point averages 
and grades earned in student teaching, 4) grade-point averages 
and sex, 5) residence by selected parishes, and 6) scores on 
the School and College Ability Tests.
The data were obtained from the offices of the Dean 
of Education and the Director of Guidance Services. The 
data were tabulated with respect to number of cases and per­
centages and trends and patterns were identified.
Some of the more significant conclusions revealed by 
the data were as follows:
1) The number of graduates in elementary education at 
Nicholls State University showed a marked increase- from 1964 
to 1970. An increase of 138.3 per cent was evidenced in the 
seven years of the study.
2) Lafourche and Terrebonne Parishes provided 65.9 
per cent of all elementary education graduates from Nicholls 
State University from 1964 through 1970.
xi
5) The ratio oi‘ male graduates to female graduates 
generally decreased during the years of the study.
4) Forty and four-tenths of all elementary education 
majors studied graduated from Nicholls State University in 
the last two years of the study (1969 and 1970).
5) In all academic disciplines studied, female grade 
point averages exceeded male grade point averages.
6) The highest composite average (2.864) attained by 
elementary education graduates was in courses designated as 
"Others."
7) The lowest average (2.228) achieved by elementary 
graduates was in science courses. However, only ,001 
separated the composite average in science courses (2.228) 
and those in English courses (2.229).
8) Elementary education graduates of St. Charles Parish 
achieved the highest average in the academic disciplines 
studied more often than did their counterparts from other 
parishes. Of the seven academic averages studied, St. Charles 
Parish graduates earned the highest average five tames.
9) Parishes designated as "Cithers" compiled the lowest 
grade point average more often for the academic averages 
studied. Parishes labeled "Others" ranked eighth or last 
six times of a possible seven.
10) The higher the grade earned in student teaching, 
the higher was the composite overall average.
11) Graduates who had student teaching waived had a 
higher composite overall average than graduates with trC" 
in student teaching.
12) The highest composite average for total SCAT 
scores was achieved by graduates having had student teaching 
waived.
13) Of all the elementary education graduates, M-8.5 
per cent achieved "A" in student teaching, 39.1 per cent,
"BM; 6.9 per cent, "Ctt; and 5.5 per cent had student teaching 
waived.
1M-) Approximately one-third (35.2 per cent) of all 
KA Tstt in student teaching were earned in 1970.
Chapter 1
INTRODUCTION
,TFor the first time in 25 years, public school teachers 
are having to scramble for jobs." This observation was made 
in a recent issue of U. S. News . World Report and was based 
on a report released by the United States Office of Education. 
The report showed a surplus of 6.000 teachers for 1970, grow­
ing to a surplus of 55,000 teachers for 1975. (U. S. News and 
World Report, July 6, 1970)
It was feared that as many as two out of three of the 
June, 1970 graduates would not be able to find jobs that year. 
Unemployment among the nation’s elementary and secondary 
school teachers was described by some education officials as 
a national emergency. However, even with this surplus there 
were still many teaching fields in which there was a dire need 
for teachers. (U- S. News and World Report, 1970)
Approximately 1,339-,000 teachers have been prepared in 
the United States from 1963 through 1970. (National Education 
Association, 1963-69) Of this number, 23,639 teachers were 
trained by Louisiana colleges and universities, 10,933 of them 
being elementary teachers. (National Education Association, 
1963-69) Data concerning production of teachers abounds. 
However, a review of the literature revealed that only a 
limited effort had been made to determine trends and patterns 
of education graduates of individual institutions.
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Recently, concern has been directed toward the need lor 
improved planning in teacher preparation. (Haskew, 1906) This 
planning by each institution is predicated on an understanding 
of what it has been doing in teacher education in the past.
This study was an attempt to provide some information which 
will give the College of Education at Nicholls State University 
a better perspective by which to do its planning.
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
What trends and patterns existed for graduates with 
certification as elementary teachers of the College of Educa­
tion at Nicholls State University for the years 1969 through 
1970 with respect to:
1. Ratios of males to females?
2. Grade-point averages in English, mathematics, 
science, social studies, other required courses, 
professional education courses, and overall averages?
3. Grade-point averages and grades earned in student 
teaching?
9. Grade-point averages and sex?
5. Residence by selected parishes?
6. Scores on the School and Collesge Ability Tests?
(Henceforth referred to as SCAT)
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IMPORTANCE OF THE STUDY 
Periodic analysis of the programs offered by an insti­
tution provides the insight that is essential if that insti­
tution is to meet the needs of the community it serves. The 
College of Education at Nicholls State University conducts 
one of the major programs of the University, namely that of 
teacher education. Since 1963, 4-76 elementary teachers have 
been prepared by Nicholls State University. Other than the 
number, little else was known about this group collectively.
If the College of Education is to participate in a 
program of periodic analysis, it is important that an attempt 
be made to obtain data pertinent to such an activity. It was 
hoped that one of the outcomes of this study would be to pro­
vide information which can be utilized by the College of 
Education for this purpose.
Identification of trends in academic characteristics 
of the graduates certified as elementary teachers should be 
of assistance in future planning by the College of Education 
at Nicholls state University. Also, a knowledge of student 
academic characteristics should prove helpful to faculty 
advisors for more effective counseling.
DELIMITATION OF THE STUDY 
This study concerned itself with the graduates certi­
fied in elementary education of the College of Education at 
Nicholls State Univex’sity for the period May, 1964, through 
May, 1970.
DEFINITION OF TERMS
Grade-Point Average. The term "grade-point average" 
referred to the average of a student's grades computed on 
a four-point scale, the four-point scale being "A" =4.0,
"B" = 3.0, "C" = 2.0, "D" = 1.0, and ”F" = 0.0.
Overall Average. In this study, "overall average" 
referred to the average computed for all courses taken.
Graduates of the College of Education. This expression 
referred to graduates with certification as elementary teachers 
for the years 1963-1964, 1964-1965, 1965-1966, 1966-1967, 
1967-1968, 1968-1969, 1969-1970.
Graduates of 1964. Since Nicholls State University had 
only one commencement exercise each year in May, the term 
"graduate of 1964" refers to those students who completed their 
degree requirements sometime between the Summer of 1963 and May 
of 1964. Likewise, 1965, 1966, 1967, 1968, 1969, and 1970 
carried the same reference.
Selected Parishes. In this study "selected parishes" 
meant the parishes of Ascension, Assumption, Lafourche, St. 
Charles, St. James, St. Mary, and Terrebonne.
Professional Education Courses. This term included all 
courses with the designation "Education" before the course 
number and included also Educational Psychology and Child 
Psychology.
Other Courses. This expression referred to courses iden­
tified as health and physical education, art, music, speech, 
library science, and electives.
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SOURCES OF DATA
The data for this study were collected from the indi­
vidual records of each graduate. The records were housed in 
the Office of the College of Education and the Office of the 
Director of Guidance Services, Nicholls State University.
PROCEDURE
Permission was secured from the Dean of the College of 
Education, Nicholls State University, to use the permanent 
record of each elementary education graduate from 1964 through 
1970. Information concerning sex, grade-point averages, and 
grade in student teaching was ascertained from these records. 
Likewise, permission was received from the Director of Guidance 
Services to use permanent student records in his office to 
acquire data with respect to SCAT scores.
Each student's average in the areas of English, mathe­
matics, science, social studies, other courses, and profes­
sional courses was computed from his permanent record. Also 
the composite mean was detexmined for each of the academic 
areas studied. SCAT scores were averaged by giving consid­
eration to the verbal score, quantitative score, and total 
score.
These data were tabulated with respect to number of 
cases and percentages for the graduates of each session 1963- 
1964, 1964-1965, 1965-1966, 1966-1967, 1967-1968, 1968-1969, 
and 1969-1970. Trends in enrollment and academic charac­
teristics were identified.
Chapter 2
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE
Teacher education opportunities for elementary teachers 
in the United States offer considerable variation from one 
institution to another. Even though such variability is evi­
denced, the process of educating elementary teachers is rela­
tively static. The following procedure typifies the program 
through which elementary teachers are educated: 1) students
are admitted to and retained in teacher education programs on 
the basis of their ability to maintain a minimum grade point 
average, 2) they must take a prescribed program that consists 
of required and elective courses, 3) they are required to 
make classroom observations, M-) provision is made for an in­
tensive participatory field experience, usually called student 
teaching, which generally transpires after the completion of 
prescribed course work, 5) upon completion of the program 
requirements the student is generally awarded a provisional 
teaching certificate. (Wolf, 1969)
The process used for educating elementary teachers has 
come under ever-increasing scrutiny in recent years. Relevant 
research indicates that for several decades prospective teachers 
have tended to rank below students in other disciplines with 
respect to academic achievement. (Metzner, Sharps, 1971)
The problem is compounded by an increasingly diversi­
fied and technological society. It has become necessary to
6
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expose future teachers to ever-increasing bodies of knowledge 
if understandings and skills are to >: ?. developed in the many 
areas pertinent to the elementary school. Some educators 
question whether this change can be brought about by simply 
adding more courses. (Bowers, 1971)
Although a general condemnation of teacher preparation 
has been generously reported in the literature, little research 
concerning trends and patterns for elementary education grad­
uates seems available.
ACADEMIC DISCIPLINES OF PREPARATION
English
According to a recent study conducted by DeLee, re­
ported in Louisiana Schools, the median for English requirements 
is 12 semester hours for elementary education majors. (DeLee, 
1971) The state of Louisiana specified in Bulletin 747, 
Louisiana Standards for State Certification of School Personnel, 
that a minimum of 12 semester hours in English is required 
for certification in elementary education. Nicholls State 
University requires 12 semester hours of English for its 
elementary education graduates. Six semester hours are devoted 
to the study of literature. (Nicholls State College Catalog, 
1969-70)
Robert B. Kane conducted a study of prospective elemen­
tary school teachers which concerned itself with academic 
preparation and resultant attitudes. With respect to English, 
Kane found that, among the students who prefer Kindergarten-3
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assignments, language arts was the most popular first-place 
choice. However, among those who hoped to teach in grades 4-6, 
language arts was the second most popular choice. Interest­
ingly, to the question "Enjoyed most in college," all respon­
dents, regardless of grade preference, indicated that English 
ranked last, or fourth. The same response was received from 
the question entitled, "Learned most in college." This suggest 
that while students indicated a strong preference for teaching , 
language arts in the elementary school, their collegiate 
English courses were not highly regarded. (Kane, 19683
In a survey conducted by the National Council of Teachers 
of English, concern was expressed over the fact that the average 
elementary school teacher spends only eight per cent of his 
college preparation on English. (Farrow, 1969.)
Mathematics
Four semester hours is the median requirement in mathe­
matics for state institutions preparing elementary education 
majors. (DeLee, 1971) The minimum mathematics requirement for 
the state of Louisiana is six semester hours. (Bulletin 746, 
1964) Nicholls State University requires a minimum of six 
semester hours in mathematics for its elementary education 
majors. However, most students acquire nine semester hours. 
(Nicholls State College Catalog, 1969-70)
In Kane’s study, mathematics was the second most popular 
among subjects prospective Kindergarten-3 teachers wish to 
teach* Among those who selected grades 4-6, mathematics placed
0
first most often. To the statements, "Enjoyed most in college," 
and "Learned most in college," mathematics ranked second only to 
science in the total rankings. However, the prospective Kinder­
garten-3 teachers ranked mathematics fourth, or last, when 
responding to "Enjoyed most in college." Interestingly, those 
students hoping to teach in grades 4-6, ranked mathematics 
first when answering the "Enjoyed most in college," question.
The study suggested that attitudes toward mathematics may be a 
useful discriminatory between prospective teachersf preference 
for teaching in the primary grades as opposed to the inter­
mediate grades. One of the most salient conclusions reached 
by Kane was that prospective elementary teachers1 attitude 
toward mathematics was relatively positive. (Kane, 1968)
Concern has been expressed by Moody and Wheatley relative 
to the amount of exposure to mathematics content by prospective 
elementary teachers. The Committee on the Undergraduate Program 
in Mathematics, a part of the Mathematical Association of 
America, recommended a program which contained at least four 
college courses. Two of the courses would be concerned with 
development of the number system, one with algebraic content, 
and one with geometric concepts. (Moody and Wheatley, 1969)
In a study conducted by Strain at Ohio State University, 
it was proposed that no difference existed in the knowledge of 
the content of mathematics held by prospective elementary educa-
t
tion majors beginning professional preparation and that held 
by those completing college requirements for teaching in
1G
elementary schools. The data collected showed that no evidence 
of significant difference appeared in the means of the begin­
ning and completing groups tested in mathematics. (Strain, 1965) 
In addition to Strain's findings, Reys of the University 
of Missouri found that, "... approximately 55 per cent of the 
elementary education majors scored below the median for eighth 
and ninth grade students...” (Education Digest, 1968)
Studies such as those by Strain and Reys have prompted 
some educators to examine and reevaluate the course offerings 
in the training of elementary teachers in the area of mathe­
matics. Phillips found that approximately 94- per cent of the 
experienced teachers he sampled preferred the combined-content 
teaching approach over the separate-course approach in teaching 
mathematics to elementary education majors. (Phillips, 1962) 
Conversely, Wickes found in his study, conducted with 
Brigham Young University elementary education majors, that 
gains in understandings of fundamental concepts were signi­
ficantly higher for separate-course arrangement than for the 
combined-course teaching approach. He concluded that separate 
course work in mathematics content and methods of teaching 
elementary school mathematics was more effective than the 
combined approach. (Wickes, 1967)
It would appear from these two contradictory studies 
that additional research concerning this problem is needed.
At Nicholls State University the separate course 
arrangement is used. However, the content in each of the
11
courses has been designed to meet the needs of prospective 
elementary school teachers.
Science
DeLee reported in his study that the median for total 
science requirements for preparation of elementary education 
majors nation-wide was 10.67 semester hours. Almost all states 
specify that a minimum amount of the required science course 
work must be in biological sciences and a minimum in physical 
sciences. The median course requirements for both the biolog­
ical and physical sciences was found to be three semester 
hours. (DeLee, 1971) Louisiana certification requirements 
show that a minimum of 12 semester hours in science is required, 
of which at least three semester hours must be in biological 
science and three semester hours in physical science. (Bulletin 
746, 1964) Elementary education majors at Nicholls State 
University are required to have a minimum of 14 semester hours 
in science. Eight semester hours of this total are taken in 
biological science, which includes six hours of lecture and
i
two hours of laboratory experience. Six semester hours of 
lecture can be elected from any of three areas of physical 
science: earth science, chemistry, or physics. (Nicholls 
State College Catalog, 1969-70)
Prospective elementary teachers in the Kane study in­
dicated that they learned most in their college science courses. 
However, they listed science last, or fourth, as the subject 
they would enjoy teaching. tfiey also listed science last as
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the subject they felt most competent to teach. (Kane, 1968)
A study was conducted by Oberlin at Wisconsin State 
University at Platteville to examine the subject matter compe­
tency in Hie field of elementary science of senior level pro­
spective elementary school teachers. He found that approxi­
mately one-fourth of those tested scored below the tenth 
grade level. He also found that two-thirds of a group of 
eighth graders scored higher than the bottom quartile of the 
prospective elementary teachers with respect to competency in 
science subject matter.
From these data, Oberlin made the following general­
izations ;
1. Many graduates in elementary education are 
not adequately prepared in subject matter to teach 
elementary science.
2. Students who take more semester hours of 
regular college science courses are not better 
prepared in elementary school science than those 
who have taken less college science.
3. It does not seem to matter which disciplines 
in science the courses are selected from. (Oberlin,
1969)
Strain's study seems to lend supportive evidence to 
Oberlin's conclusions. Strain found no significant difference 
existing between the means of those elementary education 
students beginning college science courses and those completing 
college science courses. (Strain, 1965)
Social Studies
For social studies, 12 semester hours is the median 
requirement for elementary education majors in the United
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States according to DeLee. (DeLee, 1971) "A minimum of 12 
semester hourB, including at least 3 and not more than 6 
semester hours in United States history" is the specification 
made by the Louisiana certification requirements. (Bulletin 
746, 1964*) Nicholls State University requires nineteen semes­
ter hours in social studies as follows: American history, 6;
world history, 3; geography, 3; sociology, 3; government, 4*. 
(Nicholls State College Bulletin, 1969-70)
Kane's study found that when the elementary education 
majors were asked to rank the subject matter area in which 
they felt they had learned most in college, social studies 
was ranked third of four subject areas. In an analysis by 
grade preference, those who preferred to teach in Kinder­
garten-3 ranked social studies second; whereas those who 
preferred to teach Grades 4-6 ranked social studies third. 
(Kane, 1968)
When asked what subject matter area they felt most 
competent to teach, social studies ranked third of four 
choices, regardless of grade preference indicated by those 
responding. (Kane, 1968)
Strain's study on "Prospective Elementary School 
Teachers' Knowledge of Selected Subject Matter" examined 
United States history and geography only. No significant 
difference appeared between the means of the beginning and 
completing groups tested in United States history. However, 
a significant difference appeared at the .05 level in the
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means of the groups tested in geography. Hie group comple­
ting the geography course appeared to have a more extensive 
knowledge of subject matter content than did the beginning‘ 
group which was administered the same test. (Strain, 1965)
The American Association of Colleges for Teacher 
Education found, after visiting 52 college and university 
campuses, that students most actively concerned about matters 
which are related to social studies were seldom involved in 
teacher education programs. (Taylor, 1967)
Other Subject Matter Areas
At Nicholls State University "Other" courses account 
for 41 semester hours or approximately one-third of the 
elementary education major’s course work. The "Other" courses 
required at Nicholls State University are as follows: health
and physical education, 12 semester hours; art, 3 semester 
hours; music, 8 semester hours; speech, 6 semester hours; 
library science, 3 semester hours; and elective, 9 semester 
hours. (Nicholls State College Catalog, 1969-70) Similar 
courses in the DeLee study represented a median total of 
20 semester hours. (DeLee, 1971)
A paucity of research data concerning courses given the 
designation of "Other” exists. One study has been found with 
respect to preparation in elementary classroom music. Logan 
found that the elementary classroom teachers who had taken 
three or more years of pre-college music instruction were 
better prepared than were those who took two college music 
courses. Not only were they better prepared with music skills
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and understanding, but they were better able to employ tech­
niques of teaching classroom music. They were also more 
enthusiastic about teaching music to children. (Logan, 1967) 
Professional Courses
For purposes of this study, professional courses have 
been identified as those with the designation "Education" 
before the course number as well as Educational Psychology 
and Child Psychology. Using this basis, DeLee reported in 
his study that 27 semester hours of professional courses was 
the median requirement to be found in the United States for 
preparation of elementary education majors. The course 
breakdown of those 27 semester hours showed the following: 
Introductory Education course, 3 semester hours; Educational 
Psychology, 3 semester hours; Child psychology, 3 semester 
hours; Professional Elementary Education, 11 semester hours; 
Student Teaching, U- semester hours. (Bulletin 7M-6, 196*+)
The semester hours required in professional courses 
at Nicholls State University for elementary education majors 
are: Introductory course, 3 semester hours; Educational
Psychology, 3 semester hours; Child Psychology, 3 semester 
hours; Professional Elementary Education, 15 semester hours; 
Student Teaching, 12 semester hours. Professional courses 
total 36 semester hours at Nicholls State University.
Teacher preparation has undergone almost constant 
criticism since its inception. Many critics feel that pro­
fessional courses in general are declining in number. The 
matrix of much of the present criticism can be found in the
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students enrolled in teacher preparation programs. Hie accent 
of their protest is placed upon the demand for more relevant 
and practical experience; and they are supported often by 
public school personnel. (Voelker, 1970)
Literature critical of professional courses seems to 
abound; however, little of the criticism found shows research 
evidence to support its claims. A study by Wood, conducted 
at the University of Arkansas, found that the major problems 
in student teaching were not related to academic preparation 
or techniques of classroom presentation. (Wood, 196 9-) Joyce 
concluded, as a result of a study conducted at Wayne State 
University, that one of the main problems of student teaching 
was the conflict between the attitudes the student acquired 
in education courses and the attitudes and practices of the 
supervising teacher. (Joyce, 1960)
GRADE POINT AVERAGES OF ELEMENTARY 
EDUCATION GRADUATES
In an attempt to determine how well teacher education 
students performed scholastically, McKibben conducted a study 
at Stephen F. Austin State College, Nacogdoches, Texas. His 
study compared the academic achievement of nonteachers with 
the achievement of those who had chosen a teacher preparation 
curriculum. The comparisons showed that those who chose 
teaching as their field of preparation ranked higher academ­
ically than did nonteachers. This was true whether profes­




Some of the more salient findings of McKibben's study
1. Of all the graduating seniors with a grade 
average of B or better, between 70 and 80 per cent 
had been teachers.
2. The B average group had been composed of more 
than 70 per cent teachers in each class since May, 
1962.
3. The mean of the means for grade point averages 
for teachers was 2.65, and when professional credits 
were excluded, it was 2.60. For the nonteachers the 
comparable statistics was 2.42.
4. In no case did the exclusion of the profes­
sional credits drop the mean for the teachers lower 
than .15 higher than the mean for the nonteachers. 
(McKibben, 1967)


























Teachers Mean Grade 

























Beeson's study found also that there was a trend toward 
higher grade point averages for education graduates at 
Louisiana State University from 1951 to 1966, although his 
study concerned itself with secondary education graduates. 
(Beeson, 1970)
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In a study of elementary education graduates at Jackson 
State College, Gamblin found correlation coefficients at the 
.05 level of significance between grade point averages earned 
in:
a) professional education courses and specialized 
education courses,
b) professional education courses and general education 
courses,
c) professional education courses and cumulative grade 
point averages,
d) specialized education courses and general education 
courses,
e) specialized education courses and college entrance 
test scores,
f) specialized education courses and cumulative grade 
point average,
g) general education courses and cumulative grade point 
averages.
He also found that the following areas showed no significant 
relationships:
a) professional education courses and college entrance 
test scores,
b) general education courses and college entrance test 
scores,
c) cumulative grade point averages and college entrance 
test scores,
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d) practice teaching grades and cumulative grade point 
averages. (Gamblin, 1962)
SEX AS A FACTOR IN ELEMENTARY 
EDUCATION MAJORS
As a result of a study conducted by Cummings at the 
University of Alabama, he concluded, "If an element exists 
within the total student population in the College of Education 
which tends to lower the performance of the whole group, it 
must be concluded on the basis of this study that it is the 
male students, on the whole, who are inferior." (Cummings,
1960)
Chapter 3
PRESENTATION AND INTERPRETATION 
OF DATA
Data pertinent to sex, residence by parish, grade point 
averages in courses, overall averages, and averages on the 
School and College Ability Tests, of elementary education 
graduates of Nicholls State University during the years 196*+, 
1965, 1966, 1967, 1968, 1969, and 1970 are presented in this 
Chapter.
NUMBER AND SEX OF ELEMENTARY 
EDUCATION GRADUATES
Table 1 reflects the number of males and females who
i
were graduated as elementary education majors from 196*+ through 
1970. A total of *+76 elementary teachers were trained during 
the period studied. The largest number for any one year was 
112 in 1970, which represented a 138.3 per cent increase over 
the *+7 graduates prepared in 196*+.
TWO years, 1965 and 1967, showed a decrease in the num­
ber of teachers produced when compared to the previous year. 
Three fewer teachers were prepared in 1965 than were in 196*+ 
for a 6.*+ per cent decrease. In 1967, five less teachers were 
graduated representing an 8.2 per cent drop from the 1966 
total of graduates. With the exception of 1965, an increase 
in graduates was experienced over the 196*+ total for each 
succeeding year studied.
Of the *+76 graduates, 61 or 12.8 per cent were males.
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Fourteen males were prepared as teachers in 1964. This was the 
largest number l'or any one year. When studied proportionately, 
more than twice as many males were graduated in 1964 as the 
mean total figure of 128 per cent would indicate. The 415 
female graduates represented 87.2 per cent of the total. More 
females were graduated in 1970 than in any previous year.
The number of male teachers prepared fluctuated only 
slightly from year to year. However, when the ratio of male 
to female graduates were considered, a substantial decrease 
was evidenced. In 1964, males represented 29.7 per cent of 
the total group, but by 1970 they represented 9.8 per cent.
The lowest ratio was found in 1966 when only 8.2 per cent of 
the graduates were men.
RESIDENCE BY PARISH AND SEX OF 
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION GRADUATES
A breakdown of the 61 male graduates by parish and year 
can be found in Table 2. Lafourche Parish produced 18 or 29.5 
per cent of the male graduates. Terrebonne Parish was second 
with 14 or 22.9 per cent. Jointly, Lafourche Parish and 
Terrebonne Parish provided slightly over half of the total 
males trained as elementary teachers.
More male teachers were graduated in 1964 than in any 
other year - 14 or 22.9 per cent of the total male graduates.
Table 3 shows that of the 415 female graduates, 164 or 
39.5 per cent resided in Lafourche Parish. Terrebonne Parish 
provided 118 or 28.4 per cent. Therefore, 282 or 67.9 per cent
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Table 1
DISTRIBUTION OF ELEMENTARY EDUCATION 
GRADUATES BY SEX AND YEAR
Year Number Per cent Number Per cent Total
1964- 14- 29.7 33 70.3 4-7
1965 9 20.4- 35 79.6 4-4-
1966 3 8.2 56 91.8 61
1967 7 12.5 4-9 87.5 56
1968 8 10.5 68 89.5 76
1969 7 8.7 73 91.3 80
1970 11 9.8 101 90.2 112
Total 61 12.8 1*15 87.2 4-76
mcv
Table 2
DISTRIBUTION OF MALE ELEMENTARY EDUCATION 
GRADUATES BY PARISH AND YEAR
Parish 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 Total Per cent of Total
Ascension 1 1 2 3.3
Assumption 1 1 1 1 4 6.6
Lafourche 5 4 1 1 2 5 18 29.5
St. Charles 1 2 3 4.9
St. James 1 1 1 3 4.9
St. Mary 2 1 1 4 6.6
Terrebonne 3 2 3 2 3 1 14 22.9
Others 2 3 1 2 2 3 13 21.3
Total 14 9 5 7 8 7 11 61
Per cent 
of Total 22.9 14.7 8.2 11.5 13.2 11.5 18.0 100.0
Table 3
DISTRIBUTION OF FEMALE ELEMENTARY EDUCATION 
GRADUATES BY PARISH AND YEAR
Parish 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 Total Per cent of Total
Ascension 1 1 1 4 2 4 5 18 4.3
Assumption 2 2 2 6 5 17 4.1
Lafourche 19 18 26 13 32 22 34 164 39.5
St. Charles 1 1 5 6 13 3.1
St. James 2 1 1 3 4 6 5 22 5.3
St. Mary 3 5 4 4 5 5 5 31 7.5
Terrebonne 6 9 19 19 17 20 28 118 28.4





















DISTRIBUTION OF MALE AND FEMALE ELEMENTARY 
EDUCATION GRADUATES BY PARISH AND YEAR
Parish 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 Total Per cent of Total
Ascension 1 1 1 4 3 5 5 20 4.2
Assumption 3 2 3 7 6 21 4.4
Lafourche 24 22 27 14 32 24 37 182 38.2
St. Charles 2 2 1 5 6 16 3.4
St. James 3 1 1 4 4 6 6 25 5.3
St. Mary 5 5 4 4 6 6 5 35 7.3
Terrebonne 9 11 22 21 20 20 29 132 27.7
Others 2 4 4 5 7 7 16 45 9.5
Total 47 44 61 56 76 80 112 476
Per cent 
of Total 9.9 9.2 12.8 11.8 15.9 16.8 23.6 100.0
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of the female teacher graduates came from the parishes of 
Lafourche and Terrebonne. St. Charles Parish provided the 
fewest graduates for the period studied, 13 or 3.1 per cent.
Graduation figures on a year to year basis showed a 
steady increase from 1964 through 1970. Almost one-fourth 
or 24.4 per cent of all female teachers were graduated in 
1970. Distribution figures reported the sharpest increase 
in graduates from 1969 to 1970. In those years female grad­
uates increased from 73 to 101.
The total number of elementary education graduates by 
parish and year can be found in Table 4. It reports that 
476 elementary education graduates finished the Nicholls 
State University program from 1964-1970. Most of these grad­
uates were from the parishes of Lafourche, with 182 or 38.2 
per cent; and Terrebonne, with 132 or 27.7 per cent.
A gain in graduates can be observed by looking at the 
figures for "Other” parishes. The number of teachers in this 
category increased eight-fold between 1964 and 1970. The in­
crease from "Other” parishes more than doubled, from seven to 
16 graduates, in the last two years of the study.
Rank order of the parishes with respect to number and 
per cent of elementary education graduates produced is as 
follows:
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RANK PARISH NUMBER PER CE1
1 Lafourche 182 38.2
2 Terrebonne 132 27.7
3 Other 45 9.5
4 St. Mary 35 7.3
5 St. James 25 5.3
6 Assumption 21 4.4
7 Ascension 20 4.2
8 St. Charles 16 3.4
TOTAL 476 100.0
GRADE POINT AVERAGES OF ELEMENTARY EDUCATION 
GRADUATES IN ACADEMIC DISCIPLINES 
BY PARISH, SEX, AND YEAR
English
Grads point averages earned by male students in English 
courses can be found in Table 5. The composite average for the 
61 male graduates was found to be 1.718. The parish showing 
the lowest average was Lafourche (1.472). Since it produced 
the largest number of graduates, Lafourche ParishTs average 
affected the total adversely. The four graduates from St.
Mary Parish had the highest average in English courses with a 
2.175. St. Mary Parish was the only parish to have an average 
above the 2.000 level.
The five students graduating in 1966 compiled an average 
of 1.900, the best to be reported on a year to year comparison. 
All years studied were below 2.000.
As reported in Table 6, female graduates reflected a 
considerably higher composite average than did males. For all 
English courses taken, women earned a 2.305 average. The 13 
graduates of St. Charles Parish led all others with a 2.685 
average. The lowest average was found for the group designated
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as "Others" with a 2.14-8. This was followed closely by St.
James Parish (2.169). The highest average was attained in 1965 
when the 35 women graduates earned a 2.571 average in their 
English courses. Averages fluctuated from a low of 2.132 in 
1968 to the high 2.571 in 1965, but interestingly never dropped 
below the 2.000 level for any one year.
The composite average for the 4-76 elementary education 
graduates in English courses was 2.229, as reported in Table 7. 
St. Charles Parish produced the highest average (2.535), and 
"Others" the lowest average (2.04-2). Lafourche Parish and 
Terrebonne Parish represented over 50 per cent of the teachers 
graduated, and their averages varied slightly from those earned 
by graduates who resided in the other parishes studied. The 
2.356 average found in 1965 was the highest for any single year, 
but it was not significantly higher than any other year.
English grade point averages appeared to be relatively stable 
when considered on a parish to parish basis or on a year to 
year basis.
When the parishes were placed in rank order of composite 
grade point average earned by elementary education graduates 
in English courses, the following occurs:
RANK PARISH NUMBER GRADE POINT AVERAGE
1 St. Charles 16 2.535
2 Ascension 20 2.4-33
3 St. Mary 35 2.390
4- Assumption 21 2.297
5 Terrebonne 132 2.24-7
6 Lafourche 182 2.192
7 St. James 25 2.099
8 Others 45 2.04-2
Table 5
GRADE POINT AVERAGES EARNED IN ENGLISH COURSES BY MALE


















Ascension 1 1.500 1 1.750 2 X.625
Assumption 1 1.750 1 1.400 1 1.750 1 2.250 4 1.787
Lafourche 5 1.700 4 1.525 1 1.750 1 1.750 2 1.450 5 1.100 18 1.472
St. Charles 1 2.250 2 1.700 3 1.883
St. James 1 2.000 1 1.500 1 1.250 3 1.583
St. Mary 2 2.250 1 2.000 1 2.200 4 2.175
Terrebonne 3 1.697 2 1.415 3 1.100 2 1.875 3 1.916 1 2.750 14 1.833
Others 2 2.250 3 1.583 1 2.000 2 1.675 2 1.750 3 1.683 13 1.780
Total 14 1.881 9 1.520 5 1.900 7 1.771 8 1.750 7 1.728 11 1.527
61 1.718
Table 6
GRADE POINT AVERAGES EARNED IN ENGLISH COURSES BY FEMALE


















Ascension 1 3.250 1 3.000 1 2.250 4 2.291 2 1.750 4 2.187 5 3.100 18 2.523
Assumption 2 2.000 2 2.625 2 2.300 6 2.583 5 2.350 17 2.418
Lafourche 19 2.276 18 2.543 26 2.251 13 2.276 32 2.240 22 2.446 34 2.054 164 2.271
St. Charles 1 1.750 1 2.500 5 3.060 6 2.561 13
1
2.685
St. James 2 2.999 1 1.750 1 3.000 3 3.000 4 1.725 6 1.888 5 2.200 22 2.169
St. Mary 3 2.483 5 3.150 4 2.562 4 2.250 5 2.200 5 2.500 5 1.800 31 2.417
Terrebonne 6 2.616 9 2.385 19 2.504 19 2.161 17 2.114 20 2.190 28 2.336 118 2.296
Others 1 2.250 4 2.520 4 2.416 5 1.775 5 2.166 13 2.080 32 2-148
Total 33 2.413 35 2.571 56 2.383 49 2.276 68 2.132 73 2.354 101 2.227
HIS 2.305
Table 7
GRADE POINT AVERAGES EARNED IN ENGLISH COURSES BY MALE AND FEMALE


















Ascension 1 3*250 1 3.000 1 2.250 4 2.291 3 1.666 5 2.100 5 3.100 20 2.433
Assumption 3 1.916 2 2.625 3 2.000 7 2.464 6 2.333 21 2.297
Lafourche 24 2-192 22 2.358 27 2.233 14 2.239 32 2.240 24 2.363 39 1.931 182 2.192
St. Charles 2 2.000 2 1.700 1 2.500 5 3.060 6 2.561 16 2.535
St. James 3 2.666 1 1.750 1 3.000 4 2.312 4 1.725 6 1.888 6 2.041 25 2.099
St. Mary 5 2.390 5 3.150 4 2.562 4 2.250 6 2.166 6 2.450 5 1.800 35 2.390
Terrebonne 9 2.310 11 2.209 22 2.412 21 2.134 20 2.085 20 2.190 29 2.351 132 2.247
Others 2 2.250 4 1.750 4 2.520 5 2.333 7 1.746 7 2.047 16 2.005 45 2.042




Grade point average earned in mathematics courses by 
male elementary education graduates can be found in Table 8.
A 2.079 composite average was compiled in mathematics by the 
61 male graduates. St. Charles Parish graduates earned the 
highest average (2.417), St. James Parish the lowest (1.315). 
The male graduates of 1968 had the highest average when con­
sidered on a year to year basis. An irregular pattern of 
averages was found in the parish and yearly analyses.
Table 9 is a similar scale for female graduates. The 
2.541 composite average earned by the females was considerably 
higher than that earned by males. St. James Parish had the 
highest female mathematics average (2.935), followed closely by 
St. Charles Parish (2.899). Lafourche Parish and Terrebonne 
Parish, representing the bulk of the graduates, posted almost 
identical averages at 2.482 and 2.485 respectively. The 101 
graduates of 1970 showed the best average, 2.979.
Table 10 is a composite scale of Tables 8 and 9. The 
relatively low grade point average of the St. James Parish 
male graduates effected a decrease in its composite average; 
thus St. Charles Parish led all parishes at 2.808. The 2.221 
average earned by St. Mary Parish graduates was the lowest to 
be found. The composite average for the 476 graduates was 
2.481. Noteworthy was the 3.816 average compiled by the 29 
graduates of 1970 from Terrebonne Parish. The yearly averages 
seemed to indicate a steady upward trend from 1967, when a
Table 8
GRADE POINT AVERAGES EARNED IN MATHEMATICS COURSES BY MALE


















Ascension 1 2.00 1. 2.500 2 2.250
Assumption 1 2.000 1 2.000 1 2.000 1 2.333 4 2.083
Lafourche 5 2.600 4 2.402 1 2.000 1 1.000 2 2.000 5 1.993 18 2.199
St. Charles 1 2.500 2 2,375 3 2.417
St. James 1 .500 1 2.000 1 1.444 3 1.315
St. Mary 2 1.500 1 2.000 1 2.000 4 1.750
Terrebonne 3 1.333 2 1.750 3 2.500 2 2.000 3 2.259 1 2.666 14 2.032
Others 2 2.392 3 1.833 1 2.333 2 2.833 2 2.233 3 1.666 13 2.135
Total 14 1.913 9 2.073 5 2.400 7 2.011 8 2.305 7 2.138 11 1.946
61 2.079
Table 9
GRADE POINT AVERAGES EARNED IN MATHEMATICS COURSES BY FEMALE
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION GRADUATES BY YEAR AND PARISH
196i* 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 Total
No. Avg. No. Avg. No. Avg. No. Avg. No. Avg. No. Avg. No. Avg. No. Avg-Parish
Ascension 1 3.500 1 3.000 1 1.500 4 2.250 2 1-166 4 3.062 5 3.79-9 18 2.796
Assumption 2 2.750 2 2.500 2 2.375 6 2.935 5 3.183 17 2.869
Lafourche 19 2.562 18 2.135 26 2.362 13 2.328 32 2.503 22 2.849 34 2.514 164 2.482
St. Charles 1 1.500 1 3.750 5 3.316 6 2.643 13 2.899
St. James 2 2.500 1 3.500 1 3.777 3 3.111 4 3.212 6 3.166 5 2.722 22 2.935
St. Mary 3 1.833 5 2.566 4 1.875 4 2.374 5 2.633 5 2.650 5 1.800 31 2.282
Terrebonne 6 2.361 9 2.230 19 2.522 19 2.486 17 2.385 20 2.584 28 3.858 118 2.485
Others 1 2.000 4 2.750 4 2.145 5 2.833 5 2.403 13 2.636 32 2.564
Total 33 2.496 35 2.282 56 2.404 49 2.427 68 2.524 73 2.809 101 2.979 415 2.541
Table 10
GRADE POINT AVERAGES EARNED IN MATHEMATICS COURSES BY MALE AND FEMALE


















Ascension 1 3.500 1 3.000 1 1.500 4 2.250 3 1.444 5 2.950 5 3.749 20 2.741
Assumption 3 2.500 2 2.500 3 2.250 7 2.801 6 3.041 21 2.719
Lafourche 24 2.570 22 2.184 27 2.348 14 2.234 32 2.503 24 2.778 39 2.447 182 2.454
St. Charles 2 2.000 2 2.375 1 3.750 5 3.316 6 2.643 16 2.808
St. James 3 1.833 1 3.500 1 3.777 4 2.833 4 3.212 6 3.166 6 2.509 25 2.740
St. Mary 5 1.700 5 2.566 4 1.875 4 2.374 6 2.527 6 2.541 5 1.800 35 2.221
Terrebonne 9 2.018 11 2.145 22 2.519 21 2.440 20 2.366 20 2.584 29 3.816 132 2.436
Others 2 2.392 4 1.875 4 2.740 5 2.184 7 2.833 7 2.353 16 2.454 45 2.439
Total 47 2.322 44 2.239 61 2.403 56 2.375 76 2.501 80 2.750 112 2.877
476 2.481
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2.376 average was compiled, to 1970, when a 2.877 average was 
achieved.
When parishes were ranked from highest to lowest with 
respect to composite averages earned in mathematics courses 
by elementary education graduates, the following order appeared:
VNK PARISH NUMBER AVERAGE
1 St. Charles 16 2.808
2 Ascension 20 2.741
3 St. James 25 2.740
4 Assumption 21 2.719
5 Lafourche 182 2.454
6 Others 45 2.439
7 Terrebonne 132 2.436
8 St. Mary 35 2.221
Science
Science course averages for men can be found in Table
11. The composite average for the 61 male graduates was 1.94-2. 
St. Mary Parish graduates achieved the highest average at 
2.087; however, this was based on only four students. The 13 
students from parishes called "Others” had a 2.046 and
L
Lafourche’s 18 students earned a 2.011. The 14 students who 
finished in 1964 compiled the best average (2.292), when com­
pared on a year to year basis.
The 2.270 composite average earned by women as reflected 
in Table 12 was substantially higher than that earned by men in 
science courses. A 2.730 average was compiled by 13 graduates 
from St. Charles Parish to lead all other parishes. The 
graduates from parishes designated as "Others” had the lowest 
science course average (2.157). Hie best yearly average was
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found in 1965 when a 2.4-39 average was earned by the 35 grad­
uates. Interestingly, the 101 graduates of 1970, representing 
almost one-fourth of all female graduates, posted the next 
highest average (2.400).
Table 13 reports the science course averages earned by 
male and female graduates studied. A composite average of 
2.228 was recorded in science courses from 1964 to 1970. St. 
James ParishTs 25 graduates with a 2.508 average led all other 
graduates on a parish to parish comparison. ’’Others" graduates 
had the lowest average at 2.125 for 45 graduates. The highest 
average for any one year was earned by the 112 graduates of 
1970. The averages for 1969 and 1970 both exceeded the compos­
ite average. This finding could be significant since these two 
years represented 40.4 per cent of all the graduates. The 
highest average to be found anywhere in Table 12 was 3.333 
earned by the five Ascension Parish graduates.
The rank order of the parishes for composite science 
course averages of males and females was as follows:


































In Table 14 is shown grade point averages for social
Table 11
GRADE POINT AVERAGES EARNED IN SCIENCE COURSES BY MALE


















Ascension 1 2.142 1 1.800 2 1.971
Assumption 1 2.125 1 1.461 1 1.133 1 2.142 4 1.715
Lafourche 5 2.434 4 1.714 1 1.715 1 1.545 2 1.793 5 2.065 18 2.011
St. Charles 1 1.750 2 1.446 3 1.547
St. James 1 2.000 1 1.428 1 2.000 3 1.809
St. Mary 2 1.844 1 1.947 1 2.714 4 2.087
Terrebonne 3 2.089 2 1.850 3 1.926 2 2.026 3 1.555 1 2.000 14 1.890
Others 2 2.917 3 1.795 1 1.714 2 2.304 2 1.631 3 1.933 13 2.046
Total 14 2.292 9 1.771 5 1.849 7 1.661 8 1.853 7 1.785 11 2.024
61 1.942
Table 12
GRADE POINT AVERAGES EARNED IN SCIENCE COURSES BY FEMALE
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION GRADUATES BY YEAR AND PARISH
1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 Total








1 3.000 1 1.899 1 1.000 4 1.560 2 1.614 4 2.095 5 3.333 18 2.245
2 1.250 2 2.321 2 2.833 6 2.595 5 2.273 17 2.338
19 2.142 18 2.690 26 2.039 13 2.049 32 2.064 22 2.277 34 2.217 164 2.197
I 2.000 1 3.000 5 2.926 6 2.644 13 2.730
2 2.563 1 2.000 1 3.250 3 2.889 4 1.945 6 1.821 5 2.497 22 2.297
3 2.500 5 2.680 4 2.212 4 2.155 5 2.183 5 2.144 5 2.378 31 2.319
6 2.923 9 1.964 19 2.454 19 2-176 17 2-119 20 2.280 28 2.500 118 2.329
Others 1 2.000 4 1.813 4 2.268 5 1.901 5 2.484 13 2.214 32 2LL5?
Total 33 2.314 35 2.439 56 2.179 49 2.147 68 2.090 73 2.310 101 2.400 415 2.270
Table 13
GRADE POINT AVERAGES EARNED IN SCIENCE COURSES BY MALE AND FEMALE
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION GRADUATES BY YEAR AND PARISH
1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 Total
Parish No. Avg. No. Avg. No. Avg. No. Avg. No. Avg. No. Avg. No. Avg. No. Avg.
Ascension 1 3.000 1 1.899 1 1.000 4 1.560 3 1.790 5 2.036 5 3.333 20 2.217
Assumption 3 1.51+5 2 2.321 3 2.375 7 2.385 6 2.251 21 2.219
Lafourche 21+ 2.202 22 2.512 27 2.027 14 2.012 32 2.064 24 2.236 39 2.197 182 2.178
St. Charles 2 1.875 2 1.446 1 3.000 5 2.926 6 2.644 16 2.508
St. James 3 2.375 1 2.000 1 3.250 4 2.524 4 1.945 6 1.821 6 2.414 25 2.543
St. Mary 5 2.237 5 2.680 4 2.212 4 2.155 6 2.143 6 2.239 5 2.378 35 2.292
Terrebonne 9 2.6i+i+ 11 1.91+3 22 2.381 21 2.161 20 2.034 20 2.280 29 2.482 132 2.282
Others 2 2.917 t+ 1.81+6 4 1.813 5 2.157 7 2.016 7 2.240 16 2.161 45 2.125
Total i+7 H.307 i+i+ 2.302 61 2-151 56 2.086 76 2.065 80 2.261+ U2 2.363
1+76 2.228
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studies courses earned by males from 1964 through 1970. The 
composite average for social studies was 2.063 for men. The 
two graduates of Ascension Parish showed a 2.470 average; how­
ever, a larger group of graduates for those parishes labeled 
as ’'Others,1' reflected an average of 2.117. Male graduates of 
1964 posted the best average (2.309), on a year to year basis.
Female averages for social studies are reported in Table 
IS. The composite average was 2.313. St. Charles Parish grad­
uates' average (2.698) was the highest, followed closely by the 
2.679 of Assumption Parish graduates. On the year comparison, 
the last year studied, 1970, showed the highest average (2.404). 
Since this average was earned by the largest number of graduates 
to finish in any one year, it was noteworthy.
Table 16 reflects the averages for social studies courses 
for both men and women. A 2.280 average was found as the compos­
ite average for social studies courses. Assumption Parish 
(2.556) and St. Charles Parish (2.542) exceeded all other par­
ishes studied; whereas, parishes listed as "Others" were at 
the other extreme, with a 2.196 average. A constant improve­
ment in averages for social studies courses was evidenced from 
1967 through 1970. The highest average for all years consid­
ered was 1970. The highest average (3.205) was compiled by 
the six graduates from Assumption Parish in 1970.
Table 14-
GRADE POINT AVERAGES EARNED IN SOCIAL STUDIES COURSES BY MALE


















Ascension 1 2.454 1 2.486 2 2.470
Assumption 1 1.812 1 1.526 1 2.045 1 2.750 4 2.033
Lafourche 5 2.111 4 1.756 1 2.272 1 1.727 2 2.187 5 2.088 18 2.022
St. Charles 1 2.727 2 1.439 3 1.868
St. James 1 2.736 1 2.157 1 1.863 3 2.252
St. Mary 2 2.734 1 1.760 1 2.960 4 2.547
Terrebonne 3 2.040 2 1.808 3 1.793 2 1.837 3 1.733 1 2.317 14 1.879
Others 2 2.821 3 2.009 1 1.636 2 2.453 2 1.924 3 1.822 13 2.117
Total 14 2.309 9 1.852 5 2.075 7 1.724 8 1.980 7 2.244 11 2.076
61 2-063
Table 15
GRADE POINT AVERAGES EARNED IN SOCIAL STUDIES COURSES BY FEMALE


















Ascension 1 3.640 1 1.899 1 1.714 4 1.585 2 1.373 4 2.270 5 3.074 18 2.267
Assumption 2 1.563 2 3.058 2 2.233 6 2.560 5 3.296 17 2.679
Lafourche 19 2.212 18 2.398 26 2.069 13 2.144 32 2.316 22 2.361 34 2.205 164 2.244
St. Charles 1 1.920 1 2.674 5 3.221 6 2.395 13 2.698
St. James 2 2.596 1 2.500 1 2.894 3 2.667 4 1.930 6 2.214 5 2.290 22 2.320
St. Mary 3 2.712 5 2.435 4 2.657 . 4 2.624 5 2.240 5 2.087 5 2.260 31 2.399
Terrebonne 6 2.531 9 2.210 19 2.330 19 2.145 17 2.227 20 2.327 28 2.471 118 2.319
Others 1 3.000 4 2.039 4' 2.306 5 2.074 5 2.190 13 2.279 32 2.229
Total 33 2.340 35 2.361 56 2.204 49 2.221 68 2.223 73 2.380 101 2.404 415 2.313
Table 16
GRADE POINT AVERAGES EARNED IN SOCIAL STUDIES COURSES BY MALE AND FEMALE


















Ascension L 3.640 1 1.899 1 1.714 4 1.585 3 1.733 5 2.313 5 3.074 20 2.286
Assumption 3 1.646 2 3.058 3 1.997 7 2.486 6 3.205 21 2.556
Lafourche 24 2.191 22 2.145 27 2.077 14 2.115 32 2.316 24 2.346 39 2.190 182 2.221
St. Charles 2 2.323 2 1.439 1 2.674 5 3.221 6 2.395 16 2.542
St. James 3 2.642 1 2.500 1 2.894 4 2.539 4 1.930 6 2.214 6 2.219 25 2.312
St. Mary 5 2.720 5 2.435 4 2.657 4 2.624 6 2.160 6 2.233 5 2.260 35 2.416
Terrebonne 9 2.355 11 2.137 22 2.257 21 2.116 20 2.153 20 2.327 29 2.465 132 2.272
Others 2 2.821
S
4 2.256 4 2.039 5 2.172 7 2.182 7 2.114 16 2.194 45 2.196
Total 47 2.330 44 2.2S7 61 2.193 56 2.158 76 2.197 80 2.367 112 2.371 476 2.280
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The parishes are ranked below relative to composite 
average earned by elementary education graduates in social 
studies courses:
iNK PARISH NUMBER AVERAGE
1 Assumption 21 2.556
2 St. Charles 16 2.542
3 St. Mary 35 2.416
4 St. James 25 2.312
5 Ascension 20 2.286
6 Terrebonne 132 2.272
7 Lafourche 182 2.221
8 Others 45 2.196
Other Courses
Table 17 is used to report averages earned by males in 
courses designated as "Other1' courses. The composite average 
for these courses for men was 2.645. St. Mary Parish grad­
uates had the highest average (2.885). However, for those 
parishes with a more significant number of graduates, Lafourche 
was highest at 2.658. The male graduates of 1964* achieved the 
best average for "Other" courses (2.893).
Female averages for "Other" courses can be found in 
Table 18. Four parishes reflected averages above the 3.000 
level. St. Charles Parish recorded the highest (3.176) fol­
lowed by St. Mary Parish (3.022), St. James Parish (3.018), and 
Assumption Parish (3.008). Only in 1964* was an average higher 
than 3.000 established.
Averages for males and females for "Other" courses are 
presented in Table 19. The 4*76 graduates studied achieved a 
composite average of 2.864*. TWO parishes reflected averages
Table 17
GRADE POINT AVERAGES EARNED IN "OTHER" COURSES BY MALE


















Ascension 1 2.875 1 2.166 2 '2.520
Assumption 1 2.575 1 2.552 1 2.185 1 2.750 4 2.515
Lafourche 5 2.980 4 2.659 1 3.129 1 2.366 2 2.487 5 2.367 18 2.658
St. Charles 1- 3.066 2 2.665 3 2.798
St. James 1 2.833 1 2.518 1 2.518 3 2.623
St. Mary 2 3.092 1 2.393 1 2.843 4 2.855
Terrebonne 3 2.657 2 2.902 3 2.523 2 2.626 3 2.466 1 2.416 14 2.605
Others 2 3.021 3 2.429 1 2.500 2 2.773 2 2.217 3 2.822 13 2.636
Total lit 2.893 9 2.636 5 2.753 7 2.566 8 2.595 7 2.371 11 2.544 61 2.6115
Table 18
GRADE POINT AVERAGES EARNED IN "OTHER" COURSES BY FEMAIE


















Ascension 1 3.333 1 2.746 1 2.222 4 2.866 2 2.020 4 2.872 5 3.362 18 2.894
Assumption 2 2.741 2 3.264 2 2.818 6 3.047 5 3-042 17 3.008
Lafourche 19 2.952 18 2.981 26 2.764 13 2.827 32 2.867 22 3.019 34 2.866 164 2.890
St. Charles - 1 2.575 1 3.211 5 3.299 6 3.168 13 3.176
St. James 2 3.408 1 2.700 1 3.441 3 3.429 4 2.790 6 2.827 5 3.006 22 3.(018
St. Mary 3 3.220 5 3.146 4 3.108 4 3.046 5 2.968 5 2.986 5 2.782 31 3.022
Terrebonne 6 3.096 9 2.793 19 2.922 19 2.866 17 2.789 20 2.327 28 3.050 118 2.822
Others 1 2.980 4 3.112 4 2.529 5 2.887 5 2.811 13 2.784 32 2.819
Total 33 3.029 35 2.941 56 2.866 49 2.894 68 2.831 73 2.811 101 2.960
415 2.896
Table 19
GRADE POINT AVERAGES EARNED IN "OTHER” COURSES BY MALE AND FEMALE


















Ascension 1 3.333 1 2.746 1 2.222 4 2.866 3 2.305 5 2.731 5 3.362 20 2.857
Assumption 3 2.686 2 a. 264 3 2.729 7 2.923 6 2.993 21 2.914
Lafourche 24 2.958 22 2.922 27 2.777 14 2.794 32 2.867 24 2.975 39 2.802 182 2.867
St. Charles 2 2.820 2 2.665 1 3.211 5 3.299 6 3.168 16 3.105
St. James 3 3.216 1 2.700 1 3-444 4 3.201 4 2.790 6 2-827 6 2.925 25 2.970
St. Mary 5 3.169 5 3.146\
4 3.108 4 3.046 6 2.872 6 2.962 5 2.782 35 3.003
Terrebonne 9 2.950 11 2.540 22 2.868 21 2.843 20 2.741 20 2.327 29 3.030 132 2.799
Others 2 3.021 4 2.567 4 3.112 5 2.523 7 2.857 7 2.641 16 2.791 45 2.767
Total 14.7 2.58S 1+1+ 2.879 61 2.857 56 2.853 76 2.806 80 2.772 112 2.920
476 2-86*4
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in excess of a 3.000. They were St. Charles (3.105) and St. 
Mary (3.003).
When placed in rank order by composite grade point 
average earned by elementary education graduates for "Other" 
courses the arrangement was as follows:
lNK PARISH NUMBER AVERAGE
1 St. Charles 16 3.105
2 St. Mary 35 3.003
3 St. James 25 2.970
4 Assumption 21 2.914
5 Lafourche 182 2.867
6 Ascension 20 2.857
7 Terrebonne 132 2.799
8 Others 45 2.767
Professional Courses
Table 20 reflects the averages earned by males from 
1964 - 1970 in professional courses. A 2.507 composite aver­
age was recorded by males from 1964 - 1970 in professional 
courses. Of the three parishes graduating significant numbers 
of males, Terrebonne graduates attained the highest average 
(2.557). An unusually low average (1.029) was compiled by 
male graduates of 1964.
Female graduate averages for professional courses can 
be found in Table 21. The 2.900 composite average earned was
the highest to be found on any table. Only two parishes,
Terrebonne (2.868) and Lafourche (2.886) showed averages below 
the composite average. Averages fluctuated little from parish 
to parish. In 1969 the 73 female graduates achieved the high­
est average on a yearly consideration (2.981).
Table 20
GRADE POINT AVERAGES EARNED IN PROFESSIONAL COURSES BY MALE


















Ascension 1 2.500 1 2.571 2 2.535
Assumption 1 1.954 1 2.407 1 2.000 1 2.555 4 2.229
Lafourche 5 2 .277' 4 2.528 1 2.833 1 2.571 2 2.437 5 2.597 18 2.487
St. Charles 1 3.000 2 2.237 3 2.491
St. James 1 2.875 1 2.636 1 2.875 3 2.795
St. Mary 2 2.880 1 2.250 1 2.666 4 2.669
Terrebonne 3 2.275 2 2.600 3 2.733 2 2.531 3 2.766 1 2.222 14 2.557
Others 2 .3.095 3 2.013 1 2.555 2 2.618 2 2.212 3 2.466 13 2: 449
Total 14 1.029 9 2.372 5 2.806 7 2.471 8 2.586 7 2.362 11 2.549
61 2.507
Table 21
GRADE POINT AVERAGES EARNED IN PROFESSIONAL COURSES BY FEMALE


















Ascension 1 3.333 1 2.827 1 2.190 4 2.538 2 2.200 4 2.946 5 3.674 18 2.948
Assumption 2 2.431 2 2-244 2 2.840 6 2.999 5 3.057 17 2.959
Lafourche 19 2.757 18 2.913 26 2.760 13 2.838 32 2.910 22 3.102 34 2.898 164 2.886
St. Charles 1 2.375 1 3.125 5 3.433 6 2.975 13 3.116
St. James 2 2.807 1 3.125 1 3.515 3 3.293 4 2.527 6 2.746 5 3.026 22 2.902
St. Mary 3 2.738 5 3.066 4 2.981 4 3.187 5 2.910 5 2.864 5 2.776 31 2.934
Terrebonne 6 2.790 9 2.712 19 2.968 19 2.832 17 2.773. 20 2.845 28 2.9,64 118 2.868
/
Others 1 3.100 4 2.950 4 2.805 5 2.757 5 2.950 13 .2.922 32 2.915
Total 33 2.762 35 2.892 56 2.856 M-9 2.881 68 2.822 73 2.981 101 2.977
415 2.900
Table 22
GRADE POINT AVERAGES EARNED IN PROFESSIONAL COIRSES BY MALE AND FEMALE
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION GRADUATES BY YEAR AND PARISH
1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 Total
Parish_______ No. Avg. No. Avg. No. Avg. No. Avg. No. Avg. No. Avg. No. Avg. No. Avg.
Ascension 1 3.333 1 2.827 1 2.190 4 2.538 2 2.300 5 2.871 5 3.674 20 2.906
Assumption 3 3.408 2 3.244 3 2.695 7 2.856 6 2.973 21 2.820
Lafourche 24 2.657 22 2.843 27 2.763 14 2.818 32 2.910 24 3.046 39 2.859 182 2.847
St. Charles 2 2.687 2 2.237 1 3.125 5 3.433 6 2.975 16 2.999
St. James 3 2.830 1 3.125 1 3.515 4 3-129 4 2.527 6 2.746 6 3.001 25 2.889
St. Mary 5 2.795 5 3.066 4 2.981 4 '3.187 6 2.800 6 2.831 5 2.776 35 2.904
Terrebonne 9 2.619 11 2.692 22 2.936 .21 2.803 20 2,772 20 2.845 29 2.938 132 2.835
Others 2 3.095 4 2.285 4 2.950 5 2.755 7 2.717' 7 2.739 16 2.877 45 2.781
Total 47 2.684 44 2.786 61 2.852 56 2.830 76 2.798 80 2.927 112 2.935
476 2.850
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Data for male and female elementary education graduates 
concerning their averages in professional courses are reported 
in Table 22. The composite average was 2.850. The range in 
averages on a parish to parish basis was slight, the lowest 
being "Others" (2.781), the highest St. Charles (2.999). The 
graduates of 1969 (2.927) and 1970 (2.935), representing 40.4 
per cent of all graduates, achieved averages that were higher 
than the composite average.
Generally the Table indicated that averages for pro­
fessional courses since the year 1964 have increased.
The parishes ranked as follows when considering averages 
earned by elementary education graduates in professional courses:
RANK PARISH NUMBER AVERAGE
1 St. Charles 16 2.999
2 Ascension 20 2.906
3 St. Mary 35 2.901+
4 St. James 25 2.889
5 Lafourche 182 2.847
6 Terrebonne 132 2.835
7 Assumption 21 2.820
8 Others 1+5 2.781
Overall Averages
Table 23 included data relative to male averages for all 
courses. The 61 males studied earned a 2-151 composite average. 
For those parishes having the most graduates "Others" maintained 
the highest average (2.193). There was only a small range in 
the averages earned by the different parishes. The 14- graduates 
of 1961+ compiled the best average on a yearly basis (2.297). In 
only one year (1969) did the averages drop below the 2.000 level.
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The overall averages earned by females are reported in 
Table 24. A 2.555 composite average was compiled by the 415 
women studied. The 13 graduates of St. Charles Parish led all
other with a 2.905 average. The lowest average (2.470) was
earned by parishes labeled "Others.” The highest average for 
any year was 1969 (2.632). The lowest was the first year of 
the study, 1964 (2.241).
The overall averages for male and female graduates are 
reflected in Table 25. The composite mean for these courses 
was 2.503. The St.Charles Parish’s 2.767 was the highest 
average found on a parish to parish comparison. Parishes 
labeled "Others" produced the lowest (2.390). The range in 
the averages was minimal. Significantly, the lasjt two years 
studied posted the highest overall averages; 1969 (2.560),
1970 (2.558). The 3.382 average earned by the five Ascension 
Parish graduates of 1970 was the highest in the Table.
The parishes ranked according to overall averages earned
by elementary education graduates are as follows:

































OVERALL GRADE POINT AVERAGES EARNED BY MALE


















Ascension 1 2.245 1 2.212 2 2.228
Assumption 1 2.036 1 1.891 1 1.852 1 2.318 4 2.024
Lafourche 5 2 .*352 4 2.088 1 2.283 1 1.668 2 2.058 5 2.039 18 2.132
St. Charles 1 2.553 2 1.976 3 2.168
St. James 1 2.159 1 2.006 1 1.991 3 2.052
St. Mary 2 2.376 1 2.058 1 2.563 4 2.344
Terrebonne 3 1.984 2 2.040 3 2.217 2 2.148 3 2.155 1 2.305 14 2.125
Others 2 2.749 3 1.943 1 2.123 2 2.442 2 1.994 3 2.065 13 2.193
Total 14 2.297 9 2.029 5 2.297 7 2.006 8 2.193 7 1.810 11 2.091
61 2.151
Table 24
OVERALL GRADE POINT AVERAGES EARNED BY FEMALE


















Ascension 1 3.343 1 2-787 1 1.812 4 2,298 2 1.686 4 2.571 5 3.382 18 2.650
Assumption 2 2.129 2 2.835 2 2.566 6 2.787 5 2.763 17 2.682
Lafourche 19 2.459 18 2.577 26 2.543 13 2.415 32 2.469 22 2.664 34 2.460 164 2.512
St. Charles 1 2.020 1 3-043 5 3.265 6 2.730 13 2.905
St. James 2 2.812 1 2.597 1 3.311 3 2.995 4 2.355 6 2.447 5 2.622 22 2.624
St. Mary 3 2.581 5 2.761 4 2.542 4 2.565 5 2.521 5 2.546 5 2.332 31 2.547
Terrebonne 6 2.713 9 2.383 19 2.658 19 2.445 17 2.403 20 2.516 28 2.702 118 2.555
Others 1 2.596 4 2.530 4 2.411 5 2.371 5 2.495 13 2.489 32 2.470
Total 33 2-241 35 2.561 56 2.574 49 2.480 68 2-431 73 2.632 101 2.609
415 2.555
Table 25
OVERALL GRADE POINT AVERAGES EARNED BY MALE AND FEMALE


















Ascension 1 3.343 1 2.787 1 1.812 4 2.298 3 1.872 5 2.499 5 3.382 20 2.608
Assumption 3 2.098 2 2.835 3 2.341 7 2.653 6 2.689 21 2.557
Lafourche 24 2.437 22 2.488 27 2.533 14 2.362 32 2.469 24 2.614 37 2.536 182 2.474
St. Charles 2 2.286 2 1.976 1 3.043 5 3.265 6 2.730 16 2.767
St. James 3 2.594 1 2.597 1 3.311 4 2.748 4 2.355 6 - 2.447 6 2.517 25 2.555
St. Mary 5 2.499 5 2.761 4 2.565 4 2.542 6 2.444 6 2.549 5 2.332 35 2.524
Terrebonne 9 2.470 11 2.321 22 2.598 21 2.417 20 2.366 20 2.516 29 2.688 132 2.509
Others 2 2.749 4 2.106 4 2-530 5 2.354 7 2.391 7 2.352 16 2.410 45 2.390
Total 47 2.258 44 2.467 61 2.551 56 2.420 76 2.406 80 2.560 112 2.558
47'6 2.503
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SUMMARY OF AVERAGES IN ACADEMIC COURSES 
Elementary education graduates compiled the highest com­
posite average for courses designated as "Other" (2.864). The 
lowest composite average was found to be in science courses 
(2.228).
When the academic areas studied were ranked from highest 
to lowest according to the composite average earned by elemen­






5 Social Studies 2.280
6 English 2.229
7 Science 2.228
St. Charles Parish ranked first more often
parish (5 times). Parishes labeled as "Others" ranked last or 
eighth most frequently (6 times).
The listing below shows the frequency with which each 
parish placed in the rankings for composite average of elemen­
tary education graduates in the academic areas studied:
NUMBER OF TIMES EACH PARISH RANKED 
PARISH 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th
Ascension 4 1 2
Assumption 1 1 3  1 1
Lafourche 3 1 3
St. Charles 5 2
St. James 1 2  3 1
St. Mary 1 4  1 1
Terrebonne 1 1 3  2
Others 1 6
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SCORES EARNED BY ELEMENTARY EDUCATION 
GRADUATES ON THE SCHOOL AND COLLEGE 
ABILITY TESTS BY PARISH AND YEAR
School and College Ability Test Scores were not avail­
able for 81 elementary education graduates. Scores were ob­
tained for 51 males and 34-4- females (total 395) .
Quantitative Scores
Averages of quantitative scores earned on the SCAT by 
male elementary education graduates are reflected in Table 26. 
The composite average was 24-. 94-. The highest average was 
attained by the three graduates of St. James Parish (31.00).
The five graduates who finished in 1966 compiled the highest 
average at 30.20. The 12 graduates of 1964- earned the lowest 
average score (19.16).
Table 27 shows the averages of quantitative scores 
attained on the SCAT by female elementary education graduates.
A composite average of 28.66 was achieved by the female grad­
uates. The range of the averages from parish to parish was 
found to be negligible. The highest was earned by St. Mary 
Parish (31.23), the lowest by Ascension Parish (25.86). The 
highest average score for any one year was 1969 when the grad­
uates averaged 31.37.
Table 28 reflects data concerning averages for quanti­
tative SCAT scores attained by male and female graduates in 
elementary education. Scores for the 395 graduates studied 
produced a composite average of 28.18. Averages evidenced a 
minimal range; the highest, St. Mary Parish (30.80), the lowest,
Table 26
QUANTITATIVE SCAT SCORES FOR MALE
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION GRADUATES BY YEAR AND PARISH
1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 Total









3 16.00 3 32.00 1 23.00




2 22.00 1 28.00
1 29.00 1 32.00
1 37.00 1 32.00
3 12.66 2 24.50 3 33.33 1 27.00 3 14.00
2 30.50
1 26.00 1 15.00 1 11.00 4 18.50
2 28.00 5 26.40 14 25.35
3 26.00
1 29.00 3 31.00
4 28.50 
1 25.00 13 21.61
2 25.00 1 25.00 2 34.50 8 27.00











QUANTITATIVE SCAT SCORES EOR MALE
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION GRADUATES BY YEAR AND PARISH
1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 Total
Parish No. Avg. No. Avg. No- Avg. No. Avg. No. Avg. No. Avg. No. Avg. No. Avg.
1 22.00
3 16.00 3 32.00 1 23.00
1 33.00
2 22.50
1 28.00 2 25.00
1 31.00
2 22.00 1 28.00
1 29.00 1 32.00
1 37.00 1 32.00
3 12.66 2 24.50 3 33.33 1 27.00 3 14.00
2 30.50
1 26.00 1 15.00 1 11.00 4 18.50
2 28.00 5 26.40 14 25.35
3 26.00
1 29.00 3 31.00
4 28.50 
1 25.00 13 21.61
2 25.00 1 25.00 2 34.50 8 27.00
Total 12 19.16 6 28.83 5 30.20 4 27.00 8 23.00 6 26.66 10 26.60 51 24.94
Table 28
QUANTITATIVE SCAT SCORES FOR MALE AND FEMALE


















Ascension 1 33.00 1 20.00 1 43.00 4 32.00 1 29.00 4 35.25 5 30.20 17 26.41
Assumption 2 19.50 1 25.00 3 20.33 6 32.50 4 22.75 16 25.68
Lafourche 13 11.25 17 29.05 21 24.95 11 26.09 26 26.76 23 28.43 34 27.05 145 27.06
St. Charles 1 25.00 2 19.50 2 25.00 1 38.00 5 33.66 6 30.00 17 29.41
St. James 2 36.50 1 27.00 1 42.00 4 30.75 3 24.00 5 30.40 6 28.50 22 30.00
St. Mary 5 26.00 1 20.00 1 33.00 4 33.75 6 35.00 4 34.75 4 25.75 25 30.80
Terrebonne 8 25.25 10 30.00 18 29.00 19 28.26 17 25.05 19 31.26 24 30.95 115 28.90
Others 2 22.00 2 28.50 4 27.75 2 34.00 7 28.28 6 31.33 15 28.35 38 28.78
Total 33 26.36 33 28.57 48 27.37 47 28.68 64 27.03 72 30.98 98 28.43
395 28.18
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Assumption Parish (25.68). Also averages fluctuated slightly 
from year to year, with no pattern emerging.
The ranking of the parishes by composite average in 
quantitative scores for elementary education graduates is as 
follows:
m PARISH NUMBER AVERAGE
l St. Mary' 25 30.80
2 St. James 22 30.00
3 St. Charles 17 29.41
4 Terrebonne 115 28.90
5 Others 38 28.78
6 Lafourche 145 27.06
7 Ascension 17 26.41
8 Assumption 16 25.68
Verbal Scores
Table 29 reflects the averages for verbal scores for 
the SCAT by male elementary education majors. The composite 
mean achieved was 22.92. The average of 25.00 earned by St. 
James Parish graduates was the highest. St. Charles Parish 
graduates compiled the lowest average (17.66). The last two 
years studied produced averages below the composite mean.
They were 1969 (22.16) and 1970 (22.50).
Verbal SCAT score averages for female elementary educa­
tion graduates are shown in Table 30. A composite average of 
27.60 was compiled by female graduates. When the low of 16.20 
achieved by parishes called "Others” was eliminated, averages 
earned by the remaining parishes exhibited a negligible range. 
Averages achieved on a year to year comparison showed a narrow 
range also; the highest was in 1966 (30.03) and the lowest in
Table 29
VERBAL SCAT SCORES FOR MALE


















Ascension 1 27.00 1 24.00 2 25.50
Assumption 1 22.00 1 19.00 1 24.00 1 23.00 4 22.00
Lafourche 3 23.00 3 27.33 1 20.00 2 21.00 5 24.00 14 23.78
St. Charles 1 28.00 2 12.50 3 17.66
St. James 1 33.00 1 23.00 1 19.00 3 25.00
St. Mary 2 22.50 1 25.00 1 24.00 4 23.50
Terrebonne 3 17.33 2 23.00 3 30.66 1 20.00 3 i27.00 1 29.00 13 24.61
Others 2 15.00 1 23.00 2 24.50 1 19.00 2 17.00 8 19.37
Total 12 20.91 6 25.16 5 28.00 4 17.00 8 25.12 6 22.16 10 22.50
51 22.92
Table 30
VERBAL SCAT SCORES FOR FEMALE
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION GRADUATES BY YEAR AND PARISH
1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 Total









1 28.00 1 23.00 1 25.00 4 39.75 27.00 5 34.00 15 '32.53
1 15.00 1 36.00 2 21.50 5 30.00 3 29.66 12 27.75
10 26.50 14 27.71 20 24.90 11 28.09 26 33.07 21 28.47 29 26.27 131 28.07
1 29.00 1 16.00 1 21.00 5 31.60 6 31.66 14 29.57
1 17.00 1 23.00 1 34.00 3 27.33 3 16.00 5 26.60 5 28.80 19 25.31
3 27.00 1 23.00 1 34.00 4 30.75 5 26.60 3 38.00 4 27.25 21 29.38
5 30.60 8 27.12 15 37.66 18 26.27 14 23.92 19 32.94 23 27.43 102 29.41
1 30.00 4 30.50 2 38.00 5 27.00 5 23.40 13 28.23 30 16.20
Total 21 26.61 27 27.14 43 30.04 43 29.25 56 28.10 66 29.95 88 28.00
344 27.60
Table 31
VERBAL SCAT SCORES FOR MALE AND FEMALE


















Ascension 1 28.00 1 23.00 1 25.00' 4 29.75 1 27.00 4 26.25 5 34.40 17 31.70
Assumption 2 18.50 1 36.00 3 20.66 6 29.00 4 28.00 16 26.31
Lafourche 13 25.69 17 27.64 21 24.57 11 28.09- 26 33.07 23 27.82 34 25.94 145 27.66
St. Charles 1 29.00 2 22.00 2 12.50 1 21.00 5 31.60 6 31.66 17 27.47
St. James 2 25.00 1 23.00 1 34.00 4 26.25 3 16.00 5 26.60 6 27.16 22 25.27
St. Mary 5 26.60 1 23.00 1 34.00 4 30.75 6 26.33 4 34.50 4 27.25 25 28.44
Terrebonne 8 25.62 10 26.30 18 36.50 19 25.94 17 24.47 19 32.94 24 27.50 115 28.86
Others 2 15.00 2 26.50 4 30.50 2 38.00 7 26.14 6 22.66 15 26.73 38 16.86




Averages for male and female graduates with respect to 
verbal SCAT scores are reported in Table 31. The 395 graduates 
studied compiled a composite mean of 27.00. The lowest average, 
found in parishes indicated as "Others*1 (16.86), was considerably 
lower than that of all other parishes. Ascension Parish attained 
the highest average at 31.70. Averages showed a narrow range 
when considered on a year to year basis.
In the following chart parishes were ranked by composite 
averages earned for verbal SCAT scores for elementary education 
graduates:
lNK PARISH NUMBER AVERAGE
1 Ascension 17 31.70
2 Terrebonne 115 28.86
3 St. Mary 25 28.44
4 Lafourche 145 27.66
5 St. Charles 17 27.47
6 Assumption 16 26.31
7 St. James 22 25.27
8 Others 38 16.86
Total Scores
The total SCAT score averages for male elementary educa­
tion graduates is found in Table 32. The composite average for
total SCAT scores for men was 51.86. The range in averages was
from the low found in Assumption Parish (43.50) to the high in 
St. Charles Parish (56.66). For 1969 (48.33) and 1970 (48.10) 
averages were below the composite mean.
Table 33 reflects the averages for total SCAT scores for
female elementary education graduates. A 56.71 composite
Table 32
TOTAL SCAT SCORES FOR MALE


















Ascension 1 56.00 1 56.00 2 56.00
Assumption 1 56.00 1 45.00 1 39.00 1 34.00 4 43.50
Lafourche 3 57.00 3 59.33 1 43.00 2 49.00 5 48.40 14 52.28
St. Charles 1 61.00 2 54.50 3 56.66
St. James 1 63.00 1 54.00 •1 48.00 3 55.00
St. Mary 2 46.50 1 62.00 1 56.00 4 52.75
Terrebonne 3 41.66 2 47.50 3 64.00 1 47.00 3 36.66 1 54.00 13 52.53
Others 2 50.50 1 51.00 2 49.50 1 44.00 2 51.50 8 49.75
Total 12 50.75 6 54.00 5 59.20 4 52.50 8 54.00 6 48.83 10 48.10
51 51.86
Table 33
TOTAL SCAT SCORES FOR FEMALE


















Ascension 1 61.00 1 43.00 1 68.00 4
>
71.75 3 63.33 5 64.60 15 64.80
Assumption 1 32.00 1 61.00 2 39.00 5 66.00 3 56.33 12 55.83
Lafourche 10 57.20 14 56.57 20 50.95 11 52.27 26 53.69 21 56.95 29 54.37 131 54.40
St. Charles 1 54.00 1 27.00 1 59.00 5 65.40 6 61.66 14 59.78
St. James 1 57.00 1 50.00 1 76.00 3 58.00 3 40.00 5 57.60 5 57.20 19 55.31
St. Mary 3 55.33 1 43.00 1 67.00 4 64.50 5 61.20 3 73.66 4 53.00 21 60.61
Terrebonne 5 63.00 8 57.50 15 53.80 18 54.50 14 51.35 19 64.21 23 58.65 102 57.36
Others 1 59.00 4 58.25 2 72.00 5 56.40 5 57.00 12 55.84 30 57.63
Total 21 -57.28 27 55.59 43 53.41 43 57.67 56 52.85 66 61.46 88 56.95 344 56.71
Table 34
TOTAL SCAT SCORES FOR MALE AND FEMALE


















Ascension 1 61.00 1 43.00 1 68.00 4 71.75 1 56.00 4 61.50 5 64.60 17 63.76
Assumption 2 44.00 1 61.00 3 41.00 6 61.50 4 50.75 16 52.75
Lafourche 13 57.15 17 57.05 21 50.57 11 52.27 26 53.69 23 56.26 34 53.50 145 54.20
St. Charles 1 54.00 2- 44.00 2 54.50 1 59.00 5 65.40 6 61.66 17 59.23
St. James 2 60.00 1 50.00 1 76.00 4 57.00 3 40.00 5 57.60 6 55.66 22 55.27
St. Mary 5 51.80 1 43.00 1 67.00 4 64.50 6 61.33 4 69.25 4 53.00 25 59.36
Terrebonne 8 55.00 10 55.50 18 55.50 19 54.10 17 52.29 19 64.21 24 58.45 115 56.81
Others 2 50.50 2 55.00 4 58.25 2 72.00 7 54.42 6 54.83 15 55.26 38 55.97
Total 33 54.90 33 55.30 48 54.02 47 57.23 64 53.00 72 60.41 98 56.05
395 56.08
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average was earned by the females. Significantly, five parishes 
posted averages higher than the composite mean with Ascension 
Parish the highest (64.80). The highest yearly average was 
compiled in 1969 (61.46).
Male and female elementary education graduates total 
SCAT scores can be found in Table 34. The composite average 
was 56.08. When the highest average found in Ascension Parish 
(63.76) was not considered, there was a relatively narrow range 
of averages. The range for the averages, when examined on a 
yearly basis, was also minimal.
The following shows parishes ranked by composite average 
for total SCAT scores for elementary education majors:
.NK PARISH NUMBER AVERAGE
1 Ascension ' 17 63.76
2 St. Mary 25 59.36
3 St. Charles 17 59.23
4 Terrebonne 115 56.81
5 Others 38 55.97
6 St. James 22 55.27
7 Lafourche 145 54.20
8 Assumption 16 52.75
GRADE MADE IN STUDENT TEACHING BY 
PARISH, YEAR, SEX, AND OVERALL AVERAGE
The grades attained in student teaching by the 476 elemen­
tary education graduates from Nieholls State University were:
T,A TT - 231 or 48.5 per cent, "B" - 186 or 39.1 per cent, !,C” - 
33 or 6.9 per cent, and ITW ,T (Waived) - 26 or 5.5 per cent.
By Parish
Table 35 shows: 1) the grades earned by male elementary
education graduates by parish, 2) their ratios to the total, and
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3) the ratio to the total for each parish. It was noted that 
exactly twice as many men received "B's" in student teaching 
(34- or 55.7 per cent) as received ,,A Ts,r (17 or 27.9 per cent). 
Only two men (3.3 per cent) had student teaching waived.
Parishes labeled "Others” had more "A's" (7 or 4-1.2 per cent) 
than any single parish. One-half of all male graduates who 
had student teaching waived were from Lafourche. Of the 14- 
graduates from Terrebonne Parish, 71.4- per cent received a 
grade of TTB” in student teaching.
In Table 36 the grades in student teaching for women 
graduates in elementary education are identified by: 1) parish,
2) the ratio of each grade to the total, 3) the ratio to the
total for each parish. Slightly more than half (51.6 per cent) 
of all women earned an "A1T in student teaching. There were 
152 who acquired "B", 36.6 per cent of the total female grades. 
When "A’s" and "BTs,f were combined, they represented 88.2 per 
cent of all grades earned. Lafourche Parish female graduates 
led the other parishes studied in all grade categories. Sixty-
one and one-tenth per cent of the 18 female graduates from
Ascension Parish received "A" in student teaching. Lafourche 
Parish had the lowest percentage of "A” graduates with 4-7.6 
per cent.
Table 37 is a composite of Tables 35 and 36. Approxi­
mately one-third (35.5 per cent) of all "An grades in student 
teaching were earned by Lafourche graduates. Again Lafourche 
led the parishes studied in all grade categories and represented
Table 35 73
GRADES EARNED BY MALES IN












2 5 .8 100.0
Assumption A 1 5 .9 25.0




Lafourche A 4 23.5 22.2
B 9 26.5 50 .0
C 4 50 . 0 22.2
W 1 5 0 . 0 5 .6




2 5 .8 66.6




2 5 . 8 66.6




3 8 .8 75 .0
Terrebonne A 2 11 .8 14.3
B 10 2 9 .4 71 .4
C 1 12 .5 7 . 1
W 1 50 .0 7 . 1
Others A 7 41.2 53.8
B 4 11 .8 30.8
C
w











1 3 . 1
3.2
Table 36
GRADES EARNED BY FEMALES IN





Per Cent of 
Total in 
Each Parish




W 1 4.2 5.6
Assumption A 10 4.7 58.8




Lafourche A 78 36.4 47.6
B 65 42.8 39.6
C 9 36.0 5.5
w 12 50.0 7.3
St. Charles A 9 4.2 69.2




St. James A 11 5.1 50.0




St. Mary A 10 4.7 32.3
B 15 9.9 48.4
C 2 8.0 6.5
w 4 16.7 12.8
Terrebonne A 68 31.8 57.6
B 40 26.3 33.9
C 4 16.0 3.4
W 6 25.0 5.1
Others A 17 7.9 53.1
B 12 7.9 37.5
C 2 8.0 6.3














GRADES EARNED BY MEN AND WOMEN IN





Per Cent of 
Total in 
Each Parish




W 1 3.8 5.0
Assumption A 11 4.7 52.4




Lafourche A 82 35.5 45.1
B 74 39.8 40.7
C 13 39.4 7.1
W 13 50.0 7.1
St. Charles A 10 4.3 62.5




St. James A 12 5.2 48.0




St. Mary A 11 4.8 31.4
B 18 9.7 51.4
C 2 6.0 5.7
W 4 15.4 11.5
Terrebonne A 70 30.3 53.0
B 50 26.9 37.8
C 5 15.2 3.8
W 7 26.9 5.2
Others A 24 10.4 53.3
B 16 8.6 35.6
C 4 12.1 8.9
W 1 3.8 2.2





50 per cent of the total graduates who had student teaching 
waived. When the ratios of grades in student teaching for each 
parish’s graduates were considered, it was found that Ascension 
Parish possessed the higher percentage of r’A ’s,r (55.0 per cent). 
Of the 35 graduates from St. Mary Parish, fewer rated ”A" in 
student teaching (11 or 31.9- per cent) than were found in any 
single parish studied.
By Year
Table 38 indicates the yearly breakdown of grades in 
student teaching and the ratio of each grade to the total num­
ber as well as the ratio to the total for each year for male 
elementary education graduates. Approximately one-third 
(35.2 per cent) of all "A’s" in student teaching earned by 
males occurred in 1970. Almost one-fourth (23.5 per cent) of 
the ’’B ’s” occurred in 1964. The only males to have had student 
teaching waived were two male graduates of 1969-. When consid­
ering the grades on a year to year basis, the number of "B’s” 
earned each year outnumbered the "A’s”, except for 1970.
Table 39 recounts data similar to those of Table 38, but 
only women graduates were included. Slightly over one-fourth 
(60 or 28.0 per cent) of the "A’s” in student teaching by women 
were achieved in 1970. Only in 1967 did the "B’s” (23) out­
number the ’’A ’s” (21). The largest proportion of ”A ’s” earned 
in any one year was in 1970, (59.5 per cent). Almost one-fourth 










Per Cent of 
Total in 
Each Parish
1964 A 3 17.6 21.4
B 8 23.5 57.2
C 1 ■ 12.5 7.1
w 2 100.0 14.3
1965 A 2 11.8 22.2




1966 A 1 5.9 20.0














1969 A 1 5.9 14.3




1970 A 6 35.2 54.5
















Per Cent of 
Total in 
Each Parish
1964 A 18 8.4 54.5
B 6 3.9 18.2
C 2 8.0 6.1
W 7 29.1 21.2
19 65 A 15 7.0 42.8
B 14 9.2 40.0
C 1 12.5 2.9
W 5 20.8 14.3
1966 A 23 10.7 41.1
B 22 14.4 39.3
C 6 75.0 10.7
W 5 20.8 8.9
1967 A 21 9.8 42.9
B 23 15.1 46.9
C 2 8.0 4.1
w 3 12.5 6.1
1968 A 32 15.0 47.1
B 29 19.1 42.7
C 5 20.0 7.3
w 2 8.3 2.9
1969 A 4-5 21.0 61.6
B 24 15.8 32.9
C 2 8.0 2.8
w 2 8.3 2.7
1970 A 60 28.0 59.5
















Per Cent of 
Total in 
Each Parish
1964 A 21 9.1 44.7
B 14 7.5 29.8
C 3 9.1 6.4
W 9 34.6 19.1
1965 A 17 8.0 38.6
B 20 11.1 45.5
C 2 6.1 4.6
W 5 19.2 11.3
1966 A 24 10.4 39.3
B 25 13.4 40.9
C 7 21.2 11.5
W 5 19.2 8.3
1967 A 24 10.4 42.9
B 27 14.5 48.2
C 2 6.1 3.6
W 3 11.5 5.3
1968 A 33 14.3 43.4
B 36 19.4 47.4
C 5 15.1 6.6
W 2 7.7 2.6
1969 A 46 20.0 57.5
B 28 15.1 35.0
C 4 12.1 5.0
W 2 7.7 2.5
1970 A 66 28.6 58.9









Table 40 is a composite of Tables 38 and 39. It is noted 
that approximately one-third (9 or 34.6 per cent) of those who 
had student teaching waived graduated in 1964. There was a 
general decrease in this practice, and none were waived in 
1970. The largest proportion of T,A Tsn in student teaching for 
one year was in 1970 (58.9 per cent), for "B's", 1967 (48.2 
per cent), and for ,TCTs”, 1966 (11.5 per cent).
Overall Averages
Table 41 reflects the overall averages earned by male 
elementary education graduates with respect to grades acquired 
in student teaching. The male graduates with ITA ,r in student 
teaching showed the highest average (2.223). The range for 
composite averages was slight. For those parishes and grades 
in student teaching which showed a significant number of grad­
uates, the nine graduates from Lafourche with ,rBir in student 
teaching merited the highest average (2.215). Generally the 
pattern of the-higher-the-grade-in-student-teaching-the-higher- 
the-averages manifested itself in the year to year perusal of 
the overall averages.
Table 42 reflects the same data as Table 41, relative to 
female graduate averages. The range for composite averages 
was minimal, the high was for "A^" (2.666), the low for "C's” 
(2.233). The best average for any parish was earned by nine 
graduates with "A” in student teaching (3.188). Only in 
Ascension Parish did the graduates with "B" average in student 
teaching merit a higher average (2.932) than those with "Ar
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(2.572). Only in 1970 did female graduates with "B" in student 
teaching achieve a higher average (2.628) than did those with 
an "A" (2.599).
Table 43 is a composite of Tables 41 and 42. The range 
for the composite averages was more pronounced than it was for 
the two preceding Tables. The 10 graduates of St. Charles 
Parish with "A” in student teaching led all others with an 
overall average of 3.085. After eliminating the one graduate 
from Ascension who had student teaching waived, the lowest 
overall average was compiled by the 13 Lafourche Parish graduates 
with ”C” in student teaching (2.050). The only year that those 
with "A" in student teaching showed a lower average than those 
with ”B" was in 1970.
Table 41
OVERALL AVERAGES EARNED BY MALE
GRADUATES BY GRADE MADE IN



















Assumption A 1 2.318 1 2.318
B 1 2.036 1 1.891 2 1.963
C 1 1.852 1 1.852W
Lafourche A 1 2.561 1 1.668 2 1.970 4 2.042
B 3 2.626 3 1.931 2 2.058 1 2.150 9 2.215
C 1 1.984 1 2.283 2 2.054 4 2.093
St. Charles A 1 2.160 1 2.160

























1 2.580 1 2.305
1 2.041 2 2.036 2 2.148 3 2.155
1 2.040
1 1.011 1 2.548 1 2.013 2 2.031









Total A 3 2.611 2 2.186 1 2.580 3 1.944 1 2.548 1 2.013 6 2.104
B 8 2.314 6 1.975 3 2.208 4 2.053 7 2.142 4 2.223 2 2.07D
C 1 1.984 1 2.040 1 2.283 2 1.913 3 2.080





OVERALL AVERAGES EARNED BY FEMALE
GRADUATES BY GRADE MADE IN
STUDENT TEACHING BY PARISH AND YEAR
1964 1965 1966 1967 . 1968 1969 1970 Total
Parish No. Avn. No. Avn. No. Avn. No. Avn. No. Avn. No. Avn. No. Avn- No. Avn.
Ascension A 1 3.343 4 2.298 1 1.862 3 2.527 2 2.160 11 2.572
B 1 2.787 1 1.511 1 2.760 3 3.530 6 2.932
C
W
1 1.812 1 1.812
Assumption A 1 2.637 1 2.520 1 2.921 4 3.010 3 2.727 10 2.830B 2 2.340 2 2.819 4 2.579
C
U
1 1.622 1 3.150 1 2.212 3 2.328
Lafourche A 9 2.474 6 2.934 9 2.642 6 2.632 15 2.722 11 2.905 22 2.448 78 2.642
B 5 2.S44 9 2.552 12 2.336 5 2.153 14 2.295 9 2.467 11 2.510 65 2.407
C 1 1.615 1 1.991 2 2.071 1 1.836 2 2.086 1 2.348 1 2.171 9 2.030
W 4 2.531 2 1.913 3 2.095 1 2.007 1 1.879 1 2.106 12 2.230
St. Charles A 1 3.043 5 3.265 3 3.108 9 3.188
B 2 2.579 2 2.579
C
H
1 2.020 1 1.900 2 1.965
St. James A 2 2.812 1 2.597 1 3.311 1 3.336 1 2.239 2 2.719 3 2.070 11 2.614
B 2 2.825 2 2.495 4 2.311 8 2.485
CW
1 2.191 2 3.450 3 3.030
St. Mary A 1 3.272 1 2.907 1 2.744 1 3.097 3 2.870 2 3.231 1 1.938 10 2.903
B 1 2.234 3 2.787 2 2.177 3 2.357 2 1.999 2 2.156 2 2.3B8 IS 2.340C 2 2.473 2 2.473
w 1 2.237 1 2.541 1 3.163 1 1.959 4 2.475
Terrebonne A 4 2.716 7 2.426 9 2.752 8 2.549 8 2.239 14 2.625 18 2.775 68 2.612
B 1 2.435 8 ■2.677 9 2.286 8 2.410 5 1.949 9 2.600 40 2.421C 2 2.159 1 1.852 1 2.298 4 2.117
W 2 2.707 1 2.033 2 2.740 1 3.657 6 2.764
Others A 3 2.684 2 2.591 4 2.561 8 2.523 17 2.568B 4 2.411 2 2.297 1 2.230 5 2.435 12 2.387
C 1 2.069 1 2.079 2 2.074
W 1 2.596 1 2.596
Total A 18 2.667 15 2.673 23 2.724 21 2.587 32 2.581 45 2.818 60 2.599
B 6 2.492 14 2.611 22 2.445 23 2.335 29 2.293 24 2.297 34 2.628





OVERALL .AVERAGES EARNED BY MALE AND FEMALE
GRADUATES BY GRADE MADE IN
STUDENT TEACHING BY PARISH AND YEAR
1964 1965 1966
Parish No. A ve. No. Avff- No. Av«.








Lafourche A 9 2.474 7 2.881 9 2.642
B B 2.575 12 2.397 12 2.336
C 2 1.799 1 1.991 3 2.141
W 5 2.404 2 1.913 3 2.095
St. Charles A
B 1 2.553
C . 1 2.B20
W




St. Mary A 2 2.804 1 2.907 1 2.744
B 2 2.325 3 2.707 2 2.177
C
W 1 2.237 1 2.541 1 3.163
Terrebonne A 4 2.716 7 2. 426 10 2.735
B 2 2.012 2 2.238 10 2.549
C 1 2.0,40 2 2.159W 3 2.234 1 2.033
Others A 2 2.749 1 1.811 3 2.684
B 2 2.009
C 1 2.069w 1 2.596
Total A 21 2.659 17 2.615 24 2.718B 14 2.390 20 2.420 25 2.417
C 3 1.770 2 2.015 7 2.119H 9 2.400 5 2.199 5 2.360
1967 1968 1969 1970 Totalto. Avsz* No. Avr. No. Avr. No. Ave- No. Avr.
4 2.298 1 1.862 3 2.527 2 3.160 11 2.5722 1.878 2 2.459 3 3.530 8 2.756
1 1.B12
1 2.520 1 2.921 4 3.010 4 2,624 11 2.784
1 1.891 2 2.340 2 2.819 6 2.374
1 3.150 1 2.212 1 1.852 4 2.209
7 2.494 15 2.722 11 2.905 24 2.408 82 2.613
5 1.076 14 2.295 11 2.393 12 2.480 74 2.383
1 1.836 2 2.086 1 2.346 3 2.093 13 2.050
1 2.007 1 1.679 1 2.106 13 2.205
1 2.160 1 3.043 5 3.265 3 3.108 10 3.085
1 1.793 2 2.579 4 2.376
1 1.910 2 1.965
2 2.671 1 2.239 2 2.719 3 2.070 12 2.563
2 2.825 2 2.495 4 2.311 1 1.991 10 2.403
1 2.191 2 3.450 3 3.030
1 3.097 3 2.870 2 3.231 1 1.938 11 2.851
3 2.357 3 2.018 3 2.291 2 2.388 18 2.341
2 2.473 2 2.473
1 1.959 4 2.475
8 2.549 8 2.239 14 2.625 19 2.750 70 2.607
11 2.272 11 2.341 5 1.949 9 2.600 50 2.3551 1.852 1 2.298 5 2.101
2 2.740 1 3.65> 7 2.645
3 2.576 5 2.452 10 2.425 24 2.483
5 2.354 3 2.310 1 2.230 5 2.435 16 2.320
1 2.079 1 1.975 1 2.134 4 2.0641 2.596
24 2.507 33 2.580 46 2.800 66 2.554
27 2.293 36 2.264 28 2.286 36 2.597
2 2.493 5 1.330 4 2.006 10 2.446






This summary is concerned with major topics presented 
in Chapter 3 and follows the same order that was used there.
NUMBER AND SEX OF ELEMENTARY 
EDUCATION GRADUATES
A total of 4-76 elementary education graduates completed 
their preparation at Nieholls State University from 1964- through
1970. Of this number 4-15 or 87.2 per cent were females, and 
61 or 12.8 per cent were males. A growth of 65 graduates or
138.3 per cent was evidenced during the years of the study.
The proportion of male elementary education graduates to females 
decreased during the same period.
RESIDENCE BY PARISH OF ELEMENTARY 
EDUCATION GRADUATES
Lafourche Parish provided more graduates than did any 
other parish (182 or 38.2 per cent). Terrebonne Parish produced 
132 or 27.7 per cent of the elementary education graduates. 
Together, Lafourche Parish and Terrebonne Parish accounted for 
314- or 65.9 per cent of the total number of graduates.
Approximately one-fourth (23.6 per cent) of all elemen­
tary education majors graduated in 1970.
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GRADE POINT AVERAGES OF ELEMENTARY
EDUCATION GRADUATES IN ACADEMIC
DISCIPLINE BY PARISH AND YEAR
English
The composite average for English courses of elementary 
education graduates was 2.229. Graduates of St. Charles Parish 
compiled the highest composite average (2.535). Male graduates’ 
composite average was significantly lower than females: males,
1.718, females, 2.305. Composite averages fluctuated negligi­
bly from year to year. English course composite averages were 
second poorest when compared to those earned in other academic 
disciplines. However, the difference between the composite 
averages for English and science courses, which was last, was
minute - a difference of .001.
Mathematics
A 2.1*81 composite average in mathematics courses was com­
piled by elementary education graduates. St. Charles Parish 
graduates achieved the highest average (2.808). The highest 
average compiled on a year-to-year comparison was found in 
1970 (2.877). Mathematics averages generally showed a steady
increase from 1964- through 1970.
Science
The composite average earned by elementary education 
graduates in science courses was 2.228. This was the lowest av­
erage achieved by the graduates in any of the academic disci­
plines studied. Graduates of St. James Parish led all other par­
ishes with an average of 2.54-3. On a yearly basis, the highest
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average was accrued by the 1970 graduates.
Social Studies
A 2.280 composite average was earned by elementary educa 
tion graduates in social studies courses. Assumption Parish, 
with a 2.556 composite average, exceeded all other parishes in 
this academic area, The highest average for all years consid­
ered was 1970 (2.371). The range of the averages on parish- 
by-parish and year-to-year basis was minimal.
Other Courses
The composite average for elementary education grad­
uates in courses labeled "Others” was 2.864-, the highest aver­
age acquired in any of the academic disciplines studied. St. 
Charles Parish graduates achieved the highest composite aver­
age in social studies courses (3.105). The 2.988 average of 
the 1964- graduates was the highest for any year studied. 
Professional Courses
The 2.850 composite average for elementary education 
graduates in professional courses ranked second highest. The 
range in the averages was narrow for the parish-by-parish and 
year-to-year analyses. St. Charles Parish graduates exceeded 
all others with a 2.999 average.
Overall Averages
The composite average for overall averages for elemen­
tary education graduates was 2.503. The 2.767 composite av­
erage earned by St. Charles Parish graduates was the highest 
for any parish. The range in averages on a parish-by-parish 
and year-to-year basis was minimal.
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SCORES ACHIEVED BY ELEMENTARY EDUCATION 
GRADUATES ON THE SCHOOL AND COLLEGE 
ABILITY TESTS BY PARISH AND YEAR
SCAT scores were obtained for 395 of the 576 graduates.
Quantitative Scores
A composite average of 28.18 was compiled by elementary
education graduates on quantitative SCAT scores. The range of
the averages was slight for both the parish wide and yearly
considerations. The highest average was achieved by St. Mary
Parish graduates (30.80).
Verbal Scores
A 27.00 composite average was earned by the elementary 
education graduates in their verbal SCAT scores. Ascension 
Parish graduates led other parishes with an average of 31.70. 
Parishes designated as ’’Others” possessed considerably lower 
averages than did the specific parishes studied (16.86). Verbal 
SCAT score averages fluctuated negligibly on a year-to-year 
basis.
Total Scores
The composite average for total SCAT scores was 56.08.
When Ascension Parish’s average was not considered, total SCAT 
scores indicated a narrow range. The range for the averages 
was also minimal when examined on a yearly basis.
GRADE MADE IN STUDENT TEACHING BY SEX,
PARISH, YEAR, AND OVERALL AVERAGE
The numerical breakdown of elementary education graduates1
grades in student teaching was as follows: "A” - 231 (M-8.5 per
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cent), ,rB" - 186 (39.1 per cent), "C11 - 33 (6.9 per cent), and 
j "W" (Waived) - 26 (5.5 per cent).
By Sex
Twice as many male graduates received "B’s,r in student 
teaching as received "A’s". Slightly more than one-half 
(51.6 per cent) of the women elementary education graduates 
achieved "A" in student teaching.
By Parish
Approximately one-third (35.5 per cent) of all "A" 
grades in student teaching were earned by Lafourche Parish 
graduates. On a parish-by-parish consideration, Ascension 
Parish graduates possessed a higher percentage of "A” grades 
than was found in any other parish (55.0 per cent). Fifty per 
cent of the graduates who had student teaching waived were 
from Lafourche Parish.
By Year
More ’’A" grades in student teaching were earned in 1970 
(66) than in any other year. This figure also represented the 
largest proportion of "A’s" produced (28.6 per cent). Approxi­
mately one-third (39.6 per cent) of the graduates who had 
student teaching waived graduated in 1969.
Overall Averages
The composite average for overall averages earned by 
graduates with "A" in student teaching was 2.633. St. Charles 
Parish graduates with "A" in student teaching accrued the 
highest average (3.085). Only in 1970 did those with."B" in
9L)
student teaching earn a higher average overall than those with 
"A.” Generally the pattern established was: the higher the
grade in student teaching the higher the academic average.
CONCLUSIONS
Conclusions revealed by the data collected were as 
follows:
(1) The number of graduates in elementary education at 
Nicholls State University showed a marked increase from 1964 
to 1970. An increase of 138.3 per cent was evidenced in the 
seven years of the study.
(2) Lafourche Parish (38.2 per cent) and Terrebonne 
Parish (27.7 per cent) provided 65.9 per cent of all elementary 
education graduates from Nicholls State University from 1964 
through 1970.
(3) The ratio of male graduates to female graduates 
generally decreased during the years of the study.
(4) A sharp increase in the number of elementary grad­
uates was evidenced in the last year of the study over all 
previous years.
(5) Forty and four-tenths of all elementary education 
majors studied graduated from Nicholls* State University in the 
last two years of the study (1969 and 1970).
(6) A decided increase of graduates from parishes 
labeled "Others,” and not normally considered in the Nicholls’ 
geographic area, occurred in the years 1960 and 1970.
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(7) In all academic disciplines studied, female grade 
point averages exceeded male grade point averages.
(8) Range in overall averages from parish-to-parish 
and year-to-year was minimal.
(9) Overall averages of elementary graduates were higher 
in the last two years of the study (1969 and 1970) than the 
composite overall averages for all years studied.
(10) The highest composite average (2.864) attained by 
elementary education graduates was in courses designated as 
"Others."
(11) The composite average for professional courses was 
2.850, second to those labeled "Others.”
(12) The lowest average (2.228) achieved by elementary 
graduates was in science courses. However, only .001 separated 
the composite average in science courses (2.228) and those in 
English courses (2.229).
(13) Only courses designated "Others" and professional 
courses showed composite averages higher than the overall 
composite average.
(14) Elementary education graduates of St. Charles Parish 
achieved the highest average in the academic disciplines studied 
more often than did their counterparts from other parishes.
Of the seven academic averages studied, St. Charles Parish 
graduates earned the highest average five times.
(15) Parishes designated as "Others" compiled the lowest 
grade point average more often for the academic averages
02
studied. Parishes labeled "Others" ranked eighth or last six 
times of a possible seven.
(16) The range was narrow for scores on the School and 
College Ability Tests taken by elementary education graduates 
of Nicholls State University relative to parish-by-parish and 
year-to-year consideration.
(17) The composite average for quantitative SCAT scores 
(28.18) was slightly higher than for verbal SCAT scores (27.00).
(18) There was no discernible association evidenced 
between average scores on the School and College Ability Tests 
and composite average for academic disciplines studied.
(19) The highest composite average for total SCAT scores 
was achieved by elementary education graduates from Ascension 
Parish (63.76).
(20) The lowest composite average for total SCAT scores 
was compiled by elementary education graduates of Assumption 
Parish (52.75).
(21) Male SCAT scores were lower than female SCAT scores 
when considered by quantitative scores, verbal scores, or total 
scores.
(22) The higher the grade earned in student teaching, 
the higher was the composite overall average.
(23) Graduates who had student teaching waived had a 
higher composite overall average than graduates with "C" in 
student teaching.
(2M-) The highest composite average for total SCAT scores
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was achieved by graduates having had student teaching waived.
(25) 01 all the elementary education graduates, M.5 
per cent achieved "A" in student teaching, 39.1 per cent,
"B"; 6.9 per cent, ”C,r; and 5.5 per cent had student teaching 
waived.
(26) Lafourche Parish had 35.5 per cent of all "A's" 
earned in student teaching, followed by Terrebonne Parish with
30.3 per cent. The combined total of 65.8 per cent exceeded 
all other parishes. Likewise, the same two parishes produced 
the largest proportion of "C’s", Lafourche (39.8 per cent), 
Terrebonne (26.9 per cent), the combined per cent being 66.7.
(27) Approximately one-third (35.2 per cent) of all 
"A's” in student teaching were earned in 1970.
9'l
CLOSING OBSERVATION
The data collected in this study indicated that Nicholls 
State University’s elementary education program has shown much 
growth from 1964- through 1970 and that this growth had accel­
erated considerably in the last two years of the study. The 
preponderant number of the graduates were from the parishes 
of Lafourche and Terrebonne. It appeared that the proximity 
of the University to these two parishes had the effect of 
permitting many graduates who would not have normally pursued 
a college education to do so. The result was reflected in the 
generally lower academic averages exhibited by both parishes.
Also inherent in the data was the indication that male 
elementary education graduates of Nicholls State University 
generally have accrued lower academic averages as well as 
poorer grades in student teaching than female graduates. The 
data also attested to the fact that generally the higher the 




Bowers, Norman E. "Special Education Course for Elementary 
Teacher Education," Education. 91:198-9, February-March,
1971.
DeLee, James. "Comparison of Selected Subjects Required By 
Teacher Education Institutions Approved By the National 
Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education," Louisiana 
Schools, M7:7-12, April, 1971.
Farrow, Vern L- "Who Will Teach?," The Plain Truth, February, 
1969, p. 11.
Haskew, Lawrence. "Planning for the Education of Teachers," 
Journal of Teacher Education. 17:257-61, Summer, 1966.
Kane, Robert B. "Attitudes of prospective Elementary School 
Teachers Toward Mathematics and Three Other Subjects,"
The Arithmetic Teacher. 15:169-175, February, 1968.
Logan, Joseph. "An Analysis of In-Service Teacher Evaluations 
of Their Preparatory Curriculum in Elementary Classroom 
Music," Journal of Research in Music Education, Winter,
1967, pp. 289-93.
McKibben, Robert. "Teacher Education Students, How Do They 
Stand Scholastically?," The Texas Outlook. July, 1967,
PX>- 18-19.
Metzer, Seymour and Richard M. Sharp. "Turning the Tide in 
Teacher Quality," The Elementary School Journal. 71:320-2M-, 
March, 1971.
Moody, William B. and Grayson H. Wheatley. "Evaluating
Mathematics Courses for Prospective Elementary Teachers," 
School Science and Mathematics. 69:703-7, November, 1969.
"Now; Too Many Schoolteachers," U. S. News and World Report, 
July 6, 1970, p. 22.
Oberlin, Lynn. "Science Content Preparation of Elementary
Teachers," School Science and Math, March, 1969, pp. 207-209.
Phillips, Clarence. "Approach to the Training of Prospective 
Elementary Mathematics Teachers," The Journal of Teacher 
Education, 19:293-97, Fall, 1968.
96
Taylor, Harold. "World Education for Teachers," Phi Delta 
Kappa, 49:179, December, 1967.
Voelker, Alan. "A Competencies Approach to Teacher Education," 
Science Teacher, September, 1970, 37-
Wolf, William C. "Educators1 Conceptions of Contemporary 
Innovation in Teacher Training," School and Society, 
97:378-80, October, 1969.
B. Publications of the Government, Learned 
Societies, and Other Organizations
Louisiana State Department of Education. Louisiana Standards 
for State Certification of School Personnel. Baton Rouge: 
Department of Education, 1964.
National Education Association. Teacher Supply and Demand 
in Public Schools. 1969. Washington: Research Division - 
National Education Association, 1969.
Nicholls State College Catalog. 1969-70. Thibodaux: Nicholls 
State University, Vol. 18, No. 1, June, 1969.
C . Unpublished Works
Beeson, B. F. "Patterns and Trends in Academic Characteristics 
of Graduates in Secondary Education of the College of Educa­
tion, Louisiana State University, (1950-1966) Unpublished 
Doctor's dissertation, Louisiana State University, 1970.
Cummings, James. "A Study of Certain Characteristics of the 
College Student Body in the College of Education at The 
University of Alabama, 1955-59," Unpublished Doctor’s 
dissertationj University of Alabama, 1960.
Gamblin, Hance. "The Relative Importance of Selected Factors 
Indicative of Teacher Effectiveness Among Graduates in 
Elementary Education at Jackson State College," Unpublished 
Doctor’s dissertation, The University of Oklahoma, 1962.
Joyce, Bruce. "The Learner in Teacher Education: A Study of 
Selected Aspects of Values," Unpublished Doctor's 
dissertation, Wayne State University, 1960.
Strain, Lucille B. "Prospective Elementary-School Teachers’ 
Knowledge of Selected Subject Matter;" Unpublished Doctor's 
dissertation, The Ohio State*University, 1965.
97
Wickes, Edgar. "Pre-Service Mathematics Preparation of 
Elementary Teachers: The Relative Effectiveness of 
Two Programs In Achievement In, MathematicsUnpublished 
Doctor’s dissertation, Colorado State College, 1907.
Wood, Frances. "Improving the Quality of Student Teaching
through Diary Records, Individual Conferences and Seminars," 




Robert Joseph Clement was born July 31, 1936, in Tliibodnux, 
Louisiana. He received his elementary and secondary education in 
the public schools of that city and was graduated from Thibodaux 
High School in May, 1954.
He attended P. T. Nicholls Junior College, Thibodaux, 
Louisiana, during the 1954-55 academic year. In September, 1955 
he transferred to Louisiana State University where he received 
a Bachelor of Science degree in January, 1958.
His first teaching assignment was at the Thibodaux Junior 
High School as a social studies teacher (February 1958 - May,
1962). In January, 1962 he was awarded a Master of Education 
degree by Louisiana State University. He was employed at the 
Thibodaux High School as a social studies teacher from September, 
1962 - May, 1967. While associated with both of the above schools, 
he was employed by Nicholls State University as a supervising 
teacher.
In June, 1967 he was employed as an Assistant Professor 
in the College of Education by Nicholls State University.
Presently, he is serving as the Acting Head of the Department 
of Education at Nicholls State University.
EXAMINATION AND THESIS REPORT
Candidate: Robert Joseph Clement
Maj or Field: Educ at i  on
T'fl f Th ‘ Trends And Patterns For Graduates With Certification As Elementary a e o esis. Teac^ers college Of Education At Nicholls State University
For The Years 1964 Through 1970
Approved:
Major Professor and Chairman
Dean of the Graduate School
EXAMINING COMMITTEE:
Date of Examination: 
June 17, 1971
